


. 
ft 


co 




















13 


Copyright, rg18; by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter 








Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 103r Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, May 4, 1918 


Vol. Sixty, No, 18: 


$1.50 a year; in clubs, $1.00 
See page 267 





Lesson for May 19 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters: 





Would the Boat Have Gone Down?......ccccccseseecees 254 
A Modern War-Word in an Ancient Prophet’s Mouth..254 
Cain and Abel—the Difference........ccccccccecesesenees 254 
Driving Hunger and the Turk from Jerusalem. By the 
a ii. : Me MOE a STs psetacechasaeseosncckoneeccs 253 
When a Ram was Caught in the Thicket...............+5- 255 
God’s Hand in a Perplexing Hold-up. By Edith Fox 
DIUM < Accncbbdenddsseconteckecede¥eveséevesecdescceccocedele 
Your Study Bible.. By John Weaver Weddell, D.D........257 
What the Slides Told Uruguayan Children...........0000 257 
“Keep the Home Fires Burning” [poem]. By Gerrit 
NE, ©. 5 peccopsesnescebesabecssceesse eeeoees bibesepeesbers 257 
Taking the Victorious Life Across the Continent........ 258 
How Young John Mark Mended his Mistake. By Pro- 
fessor A. T. Robertson, D.D., LEL.D........cceccceseeees 259 
What Did the Withered Fig Tree Mean? By Thomas 
BM. Chalmers cccccccccscccdsccccccsveccccccsccvccccccsccccs 260 
General Lesson Helps.....ccccccccccscccccccccvcccccccces 261-265 
Children at Tlomie ceccccecccccccesccsccccccscovvenes dpeséencva 266 
Booka Worth Noting cocccsccccorsccccccscccdesccccscccstocecs 266 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E. 
Speer ...+- ie negenlscutson coun pee eeeeseb ants4os's 267. 
jHow God Was Glorified in the Coal Shortage. By Mrs. 
ie EY Fie Dh Ses was 6 deceubegh stat vender chhaeteroneenes 267 
Fort Family Worship ..cccoccccscccccvcccccccccvecccscvccesees 268 
ad 
Lesson Calendar 
14. April 7—Jesus Sets Men Free....... aesescoas Mark 7: 1-37 
15. April 14.—Jesus Requires Confession and 
RAO 0c cc tcvesvavidwscenscevenes --Mark 8:1 tog:r 
16. April ar.—Jesus Transfigured.................- Mark 9 : 2-29 
17. April 28,—Jesus Rebukes Selfishness..,..... Mark 9g : 30-50 
18. May 5.—Jesus Sets New Standards of 
DAO. oc cividenassconccisecsisdeosscaces eooe»Mark 10: 1-31 
19. May 12.—Jesus Faces the Cross........ eessMark 10: 32-52 
20. May 19.—Jesus ing Kingly 
DRTIIRE OD -oickie <0 vic swsen won esks censeooveceses Mark 11: 1-33 


at. May 26.—Jesus Silences His Adversaries...Mark 12: 1-44 
az. June 2.—Jesus Warns and Comforts His 


PUG) Chcednddswacdesttes t6ceepencon Mark 13:1 to 14:9 
23. June 9.—Jesus Faces Betrayal and Denial..Mark 14: 10-74 
2. June 16.—Jesus on the Cross...........se00 Mark 19: 1-47 


as. June 23.—Jesus Triumphant Over Death..:.Mark 16: 1-20 
2%. June 30.—Review: Jesus Christ Our Redeemer 
and Lord. 


“ 
Faith 


By Daisy M. Moore 


HE sails hung torn from splintered masts, 
The foam-topped billows roared, 
The ship’s beams groaned,—across her decks 
The white-rimmed surges poured! 


The huddled, white-lipped passengers, 
Held by confusion wild, 

Saw one who, frightened not, stood by,— 
A sturdy little child. 


Asked if he feared the angry waves 
The ship might overwhelm, 

s¢ Why, no,” in boundless faith said he, 
‘¢ My father’s at the helm!” 


When Life’s frail barque is tossed by storms 
Which almost overwhelm,— 
Soul, fret you not! Be still and know 


*¢ My Father’s at the helm!” - 





Your Summer Plans 


Summer is getting to be the most vital time of 
the whole year in many a life. This is because of 
the remarkable summer conferences for Bible study 
and Christian living, which God has raised up in 
great numbers throughout North America. It will 
pay thoughtful Christian people to plan their sum- 
mer with special reference to one or more of such 
conferences. As a help to this, a full page in this 
assue of The Sunday School Times is devoted to 


. 


brief descriptions of several conferences of an un- 
usual sort, at which there is every reason to believe 
God will revolutionize many lives into unexpected 
blessing. In response to a widespread demand from 
different sections of the country, there will be held 
a transcontinental chain of Victorious Life Confer- 
ences, consisting of three links, and under the same 
general management: one at Princeton, N. J.; one at 
Cedar Lake, Ind.;-and one at Whittier, Cal. Before 
the summer fairl: starts, at the end of May, will 
be held a great Bible Conference on the Return of 
our Lord, in Philadelphia, at which Bible teachers of 
national repute will deliver the messages. And the 

reat power house for Sunday-school efficiency, at 

ake Geneva, Wis., is the International Sunday-school 
Training School. Still other summer gatherings, un- 
der the best auspices, offer golden opportunities, at 
very. small cost, for combining vacation, recreation, 
Christian fellowship, and the building up of body, 
mind, and spirit in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


-— 
Winning This War 


Slogans win. “They shall not pass” was the 
slogan that won the Battle of Verdun for the Allies. 
A new one may win the entire war for the Allies. 
It was suggested in the “Win the War Number” of 
The Sunday School Times of April 20: “Trust in 
God will win the war.’ Messages are comjng in by 
letter and telegram from all over the country, now, 


from eager and responsive readers, asking for more. 


copies of that “Win the War Number” or for a re- 
print of its special articles, A Rochester man tele- 
graphed for one hundred copies by special delivery. 
Representatives of the United States Government at 
Washington and elsewhere have asked for copies for 
distribution in large numbers. A pastor sends his 
check to pay for further: distribution, and asks “What 
can be done to get it into the hands of every preacher 
in the country?” A Christian woman writes, “I 
am resolved to adopt the new slogan and write it 
in every letter, and ask others to do so.... Let busi- 
ness men print it on their stationery.” In order to 
meet the demand, The Sunday School Times is im- 
mediately reprinting, in a small 24-page pamphlet, the 
“Win the War” articles, including the leading edi- 
torial “Winning This War,” the article by the Inter- 
national Secretary of the Pocket Testament League, 
“When Will the War End?” and the sermon by Paul 


Rader, pastor of the Moody Church, “How Lincoln 
Led the Nation to Its Knees”; together with the au- 
thorized interviews with seven representatives of 
the Government, including Senator Gallinger who 
introduced the Concurrent Resolution calling for a 
day of national humiliation and prayer, unanimously 
passed by both Houses of Congress. Will you help 
to win the war by getting this pamphlet into the 
hands of as many Christian people as you can at the 
earliest possible moment? It may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, at 40 cents a dozen 
copies, $3 a hundred, or 4 cents each, postpaid. 


Pat 
Chopping Up the Union 


Concentration, not division, will win this war. 
If ever there was a time when the United States 
needed to be a single unit in thought and action, it is 
in this present crisis hour in its history. And yet in 
this very crisis hour is it well for the United States 
Government, while calling upon the nation to stand 
together as a single man with the Government and 
with each other, to take an axe and hack that unity 
to pieces? The Government has not intended to do 
this. But it is exactly what will occur if the postal 
zone legislation, “passed in the last days of a tired- 
out Congress” last October, goes into effect this 
July. Such legislation would tend to destroy the 
unity of the nation at the time above all other times 
in its history when such unity is essential to its life. 
It would drive a knife into the vitals of the service 
for which the United States Post Office exists, as so 
clearly set forth in 1844, “to diffuse throughout all 
parts of the land enlightenment” and give every 
citizen “how far soever from the seat of govern- 
ment” an equal opportunity. The zone system would 
increase the postage on magazines and periodicals 
mailed as “second class matter,” such as The Sunday 
School Times and most other religious and secular 
journals, by from fifty. to nine hundred percent. 
Thoughtful people throughout the nation are urging 
Congress to repeal this mistaken law. Will you 
help to make the situation clear to your Congress- 
man, and do so at once? Tell him your own convic- 
tions.. Your local postmaster can give you the name 
of your Congressman. For the sake of all that 
modern journalism, both secular and _ religious, 
means to the life of our country, write your Con- 
gressman at once, 


God’s New Spelling for * Obey” 


key to living the Victorious Life. “Surrender 
and obedience,” another suggests as the things 
necessary for continuance in victory. Instant obedi- 
ence to every word of God, another says, is absolutely 
necessary if one would be in victory. Another teacher 
points out that the New Testament reduces all God’s 
commandments to two,—believe in Jesus and love one 
another,—and our duty is thus simplified: we are to 
obey these two commandments and victory is ours. 
But to obey these commandments is exactly what 
I cannot do. If I obey these two commandments, 
the whole law of God is fulfilled in me, It is because 
I have failed to fulfil this perfect law of God, that I 
cry out with Paul, “Wretched man that I am! who 
shall deliver me?” The answer to that question gives 
me the secret of the Victorious Life, the Life that 
results in obedience. Of what avail is it to tell me 
that the secret of living the Victorious Life is to 
obey God, when the very reason I am hungry after 
the Life is because it results in obedience. That 
Life does what I have failed to do—obey God, 
So long as we make obedience the cause or pro- 
ducer of victory, so long are we under the law. We 
are living under the Old Covenant.. The law says, 


[ix and obey” is frequently given as the 





, This is a further editorial in the series by Robert C. McQuilkin 
discussing vital questions concerning the Victorious Life; and it 
rounds out the line of thought of the editorial-in the issue of March 
23, 1918, entitled, ‘Out of Bondage into Liberty."’ The next two 


articles in the series will deal with Temptation in the Victorious 
Life, and how to meet it, 





“He that doeth them [God’s statutes] shall live in 
them”; that is, it is the law-keeper’s obedience which 
brings life and victory. 

But, it will be answered, when Christians are urged 
to obey it is not intended that they should do this 
in their own strength. We must constantly seek 
divine help to obey. There is the human side and 
the divine side. On our part we are to strive with 
all our-will-power against sin, and God’s part is to 
help us in the struggle. There is one trouble with 
this program of human effort co-operating with 
divine power. Jt always leads to defeat, bringing the 
struggling man under the dominion of sin. It pro- 
duces the man pictured in the seventh chapter of 
Romans. It is the program followed by nearly all 
Christians. And that is why nearly all Christians 
are living in defeat practically all of the time. It is 
not that defeats come now and again in the face of 
difficult temptations; the distressing thing in the ex- 
perience of most earnest Christians is the conscious- 
ness that complete victory is never enjoyed; the oc- 
casional bad falls are but indications of a chroriic 
condition of defeat. e 

The reason for this life of defeat is that Christians 
mingle law and grace, and this makes complete vic- 
tory an impossibility, When we are in defeat it is 
because we are under the Old Covenant, which can 
make nothing perfect. It may be that we are clear 
intellectually on the distingtion between law and 
grace, but it is the mingling of them.in daily experi- 
ence that results in defeat before. sin... The: secret 
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of victory, then, is to get entirely from under law 


and get wholly under grace for the needs of the 
present moment. What does this mean? How can it 
be done? 

Probably no one has put more concisely and ciearly 
the distinction between the Old Covenant and the 
New than has Andrew Murray in his “Two Cove- 
nants.” Under the Old Covenant, he points out, 
God says: “Obey me, and I will be your God.” In 
the New Covenant God speaks in some such words 
as these: “I will put my law in your heart, and ye 
shall obey me.” In the Old Covenant, Andrew Mur- 
ray says, there were two parties, man and God. Man 
failed to keep his part of the agreement and the 
covenant was broken. In the New Covenant there is 
only one party. God undertakes the whole respon- 
sibility, The first is law. The second is grace. If 
man has any responsibility in the second, then it is 
no longer of free grace. 

A clear-thinking Presbyterian elder, a man of cul- 
ture and trained mind, who recently saw the truth 
of Christ as his victory for the first time, was asked 
what he thought was the difference between the Cld 
Covenant of works and the New Covenant of Grace. 
Several verses of Scripture had just been quoted 
which brought out the distinction. He was a man 
of few words, and he answered by holding up two 
fingers of his left hand, and one finger of his right 
hand. He had seen at once, five minutes after en- 
tering into victory, what Andrew Murray makes the 
theme of his helpful book on the Spirit-filled life,— 
that in the New Covenant it is not man co-operatin 
with God, but God assuming the whole work, an 
doing it for man. : 

Another Presbyterian elder, also a clear thinker, a 
lawyer of ability, was recently facing the quesiion 
of the need of victory in his own life. When the 
Scripture promises were presented to him, and he 
was asked whether he would take victory, his reply 
was a decided “No.” “Why won’t you?” “Because 
I am not sure I could live up to it.” He still had 
two parties in his contract, He was still thinking 
under, and living under, the Old Covenant. It 
sounds reasonable when a Christian says, “Of course, 
I am sure that Christ will always be faithful to his 
part, but the failure will come because of my weak- 
ness.” When a Christian says that, he is not in vic- 
tory; he has missed the very heart of the Victorious 
Life. He is still under the Old Covenant. For God 
made the New Covenant with full knowledge of that 


weakness of mine. Indeed it was just because of that - 


weakness of mine that the New Covenant was made. 
Had the weakness not been there the Old Covenant 
would have sufficed. The New Covenant is of no 
avail, and means nothing, if it is not to operate in 
spite of that weakness. 

If God does everything in the matter of my obey- 
ing the law, what is my part? To do nothing, The 
human side of this New Covenant is to see that self 
is kept from doing anything, so that Grace may 
work. It is the effort of the self life, the human 
struggle described in Romans 7: 7-24, which pre- 
|vents the victory of Grace. But surely Grace on 
\God’s part needs something on man’s side if it is to 
be brought into touch with man, Yes, it needs to be 
\told to man so that he may hear it as a message of 
good tidings. “Belief cometh of hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17). The word 
of good tidings to law-breaking Christians is that 
God has put His law in our hearts so that we shall 
obey him. What are we to do with the word of 
good tidings? Believe it. If we do not believe that 
the law of the Spirit hath made us free from the 
law of sin, our unbelief does not affect the truth of 
God’s word, but we ourselves lose the benefit of those 
good tidings, “For indeed we have had good tidings 
preached unto us, even as also they: but the word of 
hearing did not profit them, because it was not 
united by faith with them that heard” (Heb. 4:2). 

The “obey” of the Old Covenant has become in the 
New Covenant “believe.” The responsibility for 
obedience has been taken entirely by Christ, and 
man’s part is to believe that astounding fact. Chris- 
tians are still urged to obey, but always the speiling 
of that word is “believe.” “Seeing ye have purified 
your souls in your obedience to the truth . . . havin 
been begotten again, not of corruptible seed, but o 
incorruptible, through the word of God. ... But the 
word of the Lord abideth for ever. And this is the 
word of good tidings which was preached unto 
you. ... For you therefore that believe is the prec- 
iousness; but for such as disbelieve, ... A stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offence; for they stumble 
at the word, being disobedient.” These scattered 
verses in the first and second chapters of First Peter 
present the new spelling of the old “obey.” Obedi- 
ence to the truth is simply believing the word of good 
tidings, and they who stumbled at the word were 
disobedient because they did not believe the word of 
good tidings, It is a striking commentary that the 
King James Version uses “disobedient” in 1 Peter 
2:7, where the Revised Version reads “disbelieve.” 

If this change from law to Grace is simply a dif- 
ferent putting of the matter, leaving man’s responsi- 
bility the same, then indeed there is no good tidings 
for the Christian in the matter of freedom from sin, 
and the Victorious Life teaching is a myth. If tell- 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 


“Sin shall not have dominion over 
you, for ye are . . . under grace. 
. - « My grace is sufficient for 
thee” (Rom. 6: 14; 2 Cor. 12:9) 

! 


‘ 
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ing us to believe is just another way of asking us to 
obey, then are we no better off than before, and we 
must await our resurrection bodies in order to enjoy 
freedom from the law of sin against which we have 
been struggling. For with all our mind and heart we 
may want to obey, but there is that “different law in 
our members” preventing us from doing the things 
that we would. What is the new factor in Grace 
that changes everything? Is it something real, or 
something that I must produce by my own under- 
standing, just a new attitude to the law? It is some- 
thing as real as the inheritance ‘that a millionaire 
father wills to his son. God gives us a will in the 
third chapter of Galatians, and he speaks in it of an 
inheritance, and in words as carefully chosen and as 
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accurate as in a gortees human will he explains who 
are the heirs in that will. The promise was given to 
Abraham and to his seed, not “seeds” as of many; 
“but as of one, and to thy seed, which is Christ” 
(Gal. 3: 16). The closing verse of that will reveals 
the importance of that distinction the Holy Spirit 
makes between the singular and plural of the word 
seed. This distinction has puzzled scholars and some 
have called it an example of Paul’s juggling with 
words, but it need not puzzle any of the heirs whose 
names are in this will, “And if ye are Christ’s, then 
are ye Abraham’s seed, heirs according to promise.” 

There is but one seed, Christ, and all that I am to 
et teough this will I get because I am in Him. 

hat is the inheritance promised in the will? If an 
earthly father knows how to will good gifts to his 
children, what shall be said of the eavealy Father’s 

ift? The will says that it is “the promise of the 

pirit” and that it is through faith (Gal. 3:14). The 
womie includes complete freedom from the law. 

ut does not the law also come from God? “Is the 
law then against the promises of God?” is a most 
natural question, and it is asked in this legal docu- 
ment which tells us of our inheritance. The answer 
to that question contains one of the most significant 
statements in the whole Word of God on the rela- 
tion of law and grace: “God forbid: for if there 
had been a law given which could make alive, verily 
righteousness would have been of the law” (Gal. 3: 21). 


(Continued on page 265) 





Would the Boat Have Gone Down? 


If the disciples had not aroused the Master from his 
sleep, would the boat have gone down and would they 
all have perished? This question came up in a men’s 
Bible class as the lesson of March 3, in Mark 4: 35-41, 
was being studied.—A Kansas Reader. 


No, that boat was the one “unsinkable ship” of all 
history. Jesus had said at the beginning of the voy- 
age, “Let us go over.” Neither winds, waves, nor 
devils could sink a ship that Jesus had declared would 
take him to port. The faithless disciples not only 
spoiled the tired Master’s nap but also a miracle in 
the making. That was because they trusted in nat- 
ural laws rather than in Jesus. But the Maker of 
natural laws was aboard the boat, and he was already 
reversing his own laws of nature for his immediate 
purpose of crossing that lake. The boat was full of 
water. Mark says it “was now filling.” Matthew 
says “the boat was covered with the waves,” and 
Rotherham, in a footnote to his translation of this 
passage, comments, “Graphic! wave after wave 
swept over it.” Because of the faithlessness of the dis- 
ciples Jesus performed a second miracle that inter- 
rupted a first miracle in process of fulfilment. The 
disciples would not be still, and see the salvation of 
the Lord. Will you? 

ya 


A Modern War-Word in an 
Ancient Prophet’s Mouth 


Did you know that the word “munitions” was in the 
Bible? And used in the sense of preparedness also! 
I, who have been studying the Bible for forty years, 
only found it this week. The place where it occurs is 
Nahum 2:1: “He that dasheth in pieces is come up 
before thy face: keep the munition, watch the way, 
make thy loins strong, fortify thy power mightily.”— 
A Baltimore Reader. 


It is not really our modern war-word “munitions” 
that Nahum uses, but “munition,” which, in the days 
of the King James translators, doubtless had the 
same meaning as the word that the Revised Version 
uses in its place, “fortress.” Nahum is foreseeing a 
battle in Nineveh, and by way of a taunt to the city, 
doomed by God’s righteous judgment, cries out iron- 
ically, “Keep the fortress.” 

Is there not a danger in over-stressing rather 
striking but comparatively unimportant passages in 
the prophecies, and actually missing the important 
lessons they have for us and for our day? There 
are several such passages in Nahum. Another one is, 
“the chariots . . . shall jostle each other in the 
broad ways, ... they shall run like the lightnings.” 
This has been taken to refer to automobiles. 

The great outstanding lesson of Nahum is of vital 
interest to us and to our country at this very hour of 
our history. It is (1:3, and following) that “The 
Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will 
not at all acquit the wicked; . . . a stronghold in the 
day of trouble . . . [to] them that trust in him.” 

The Nineveh of Jonah repented. The later Nine- 
veh of Nahum had again become a wicked city be- 
yond hope of repentance. And for apostasy there 
remains nothing but the terrible judgments of God. 


The book of Nahum is a prophecy of such ‘forth- 


coming judgments. May God ‘be slow to anger 
against ‘us, and our Allies, and may his Spirit lead 
us to genuine repentance for whatever may be our 
national sins that we may indeed find him “a strong- 
hold in ‘a day of trouble.” 


a 
Cain and Abel—the Difference 


Why was Cain’s offering rejected, and Abel’s accepted 
by: the ‘Creator? Please explain why: they had to make 
the offering. And was there any difference in the 
young men,—if Abel had made the kind of offering Cain 
made, would it have been accepted? And if Cain had 
made the kind of offering Abel made, would it have been 
rejected?—A Kansas Reader. 


An offering had to be made because they had 
sinned. When Adam first sinned, he dragged down 
the entire coming human race into sin with him,— 
and every one reaching the age of responsibility has 
been a sinner on his own account, as well as through 
Adam, since then. An offering for sin, therefore, was 
needed from the moment of the fall. An offering, 
that is, to restore the broken fellowship between 
God and man caused by sin. That offering was first 


made by God himself, when he “made for Adam and 


for his wife coats of skins, and clothed them” (Gen. 
3:21). There was the shedding of the blood of an 
innocent animal, foreshadowing even in the garden of 
Eden the coming Redeemer Jesus Christ, whose in- 
nocent blood was to be shed as “the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 
Sinful man must be clothed to go into the presence 
of God; Christ as the sinner’s “robe of righteousness” 
(isa. 61:10) is the only clothing that satisfies God; 
this clothing was symbolized in the “coats of skins” 
that God gave Adam and Eve through the shed blood 
of an animal sacrifice. 

The inspired record of the experience of Cain and 
Abel, in the chapter in Genesis immediately follow- 
ing, makes it plain that Abel’s offering was pleasing 
to God because it was an offering of blood; while 
Cain’s offering was displeasing to God because there 
was lacking the blood, which is the life (Gen. 9: 4). 
It was not because there was a difference in the two 
men in and of themselves; both men were equally 
sinners, as are all men, in the sight of God. The 
vital difference was that of their differing attitudes 
to God, One approached God by blood-sacrifice, thus 
accepting by faith God’s way of salvation. The other 
rejected God’s way. The Holy Spirit himself tells 
us (Heb. 11:4) that “by faith Abel offered unto 
God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain.” If Abel 
had made only Cain’s kind of offering, and in Cain’s 
faithless spirit, the — would not have been 
accepted. If Cain had made Abel’s kind of offer- 
ing, and in Abel’s spirit of faith, it would have been 
accepted. 

There are plenty of “bloodless” offerings and re- 
ligions that men are holding out to God to-day. He 
cannot. accept them. Let us keep clear of them if we 
would be accepted of God. There is only one way of 
fellowship with him, which means salvation: by. the 
shed blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. 
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sion quite out of proportion to the strategic 
value of this little city in the Judean hills. The 
cartoonist of the New York 
which shows that even the secular press regards it as 
epoch-making. He pictures an old man sitting by the 
fireside turning the leaves of the Bible, while a boy 


Tie capture of Jerusalem has made an impres- 


World gave us a sketch 


with a “News Extra” with the flaring heading “Jeru- 
salem Captured” excitedly asks, “Now, what will 
happen, grandpa, that Jerusalem’s fallen *” And the 
old man replies, “Just a moment, son, and I'll tell 
you as soon as | find it here in the Bible.” ~ : 
As soon as the wires flashed the news to Cairo, 
deputations hurried by sea and land to investigate 
conditions and report to committees in Egypt, Lon- 
don, and New York. Fragments of news have come 
by cable and now letters are beginning to arrive. | 
Perhaps the most interesting report yet received in 
America is a letter which has just come from the 
Rev. William Bradley, of the Egypt General Mission, 
who was the first civilian to enter Jerusalem after 
its capture. I quote it with merely such alterations 
as.are necessary to make some of the references. in 
telligible to our American readers: ? 
“Jerusalem came into our hands at es 4 A. M. on 
Sunday, December 9, 1917. Forty-eight hours later 
General Allenby and his staff, in the usual unpreten- 
tious British fashion, triumphantly entered the city 
and a simple ceremony was held, in which the keys 
of the city were handed to the General. He ascended 
the steps of the late Turkish municipal. buildings and 


|. read the crisp proclamation that the city of all sects 


had been taken by His Majesty’s forces.. The band 
played the national anthem, and the inhabitants of a 
city that has been crushed by Turkish despotism for 
eight hundred years went into ecstasies of delight. 
A Missionary the First Civilian to Enter 

“Quite ugexpectedly, to me, I arrived three, hoprs 
later to find the roadways and streets triage with! 
thousands,—I might accurately say ten of thousands, 
~4of Jews; Moslems, “and Christians 6f* all *natiénal- 
ities. I was told that young men had appeared in 
public that afternoon for the first time in two years 
who had been. hiding lest they should be taken for 
military service. I also learned that most of. them 

d also buried their clothes and finery in hope of 


_this comitig great day of liberation. It was a sur- 


prise to me to learn that I was the first European 
civilian to enter the city after its evacuation by the 
Turks. Another interesting item is that the special 
favor was granted me by the Governor to send the 
first official telegram to the Bishop of Jerusalem to 
say that his palace and Cathedral were in perfect 
order and in readiness for occupation. I trust it 
reached the Bishop safely, and I have no doubt that 
he will frame it as a document of value for future 
generations, te : 

“Of course the primary object of my visit was to 
ascertain the true state of the people, especially the 
poorer classes, in the interests of the Syrian and 
Palestine Relief Fund, It is only fair to the Turks 
to say that in all my investigations I could find no 
trace of their having destroyed any property except- 
ing the premises of the British Ophthalmic Hospital, 


which they apparently used as an ammunition dump - 


and which they blew up before they surrendered the 
city. 

There had been no scourge of cholera and typhus 
such as we had been given to understand from time 
to time. Yet many, I was told, died frum typhus 


* and other diseases, due largely to the privations and 
1915-1916. ss 


intense cold of the winters o 

“I must not here touch on the needs of the desti- 
tute more than to say that the military is doing all 
that is necessary in the meantime to provide food 
and work and is employing the people in repairing 
the roads. Clothing and medical aid are in demand. 
This need should be met through the agency of mis- 
sionaries when they are permitted to return, which 
is not yet granted, owing to the impossibility of se- 
curing transport for anything but military operations. 

“An hour after reaching Jerusalem I was inside the 
Bishop’s palace, and-was delighted to find that the 
Governor had been in residence until a few days 
before, and that everything was in perfect order. He 
spent five hundred dollars a few months ago on paint- 
ing and color-washing it,—to me it looked as though 
the Bishop had been living there all the time. The 
Consular seals on the doors of the Cathedral had 
been broken only the day before, and no one had 
been inside since a few days after the outbreak of 
the war. I found the hole in St. George’s chapel 
where the Turks had dug for the cannon. You re- 
member the incident. A wag of a boy in St. George’s 
school whispered to an officer that there were ‘two 


Driving Hunger and the Turk from Jerusalem 


And the missionary as usual “‘on the job” 


By the Rev. A. E. 








_ As the new era in Jerusalem begins, it finds the 
hungry Holy Land looking Westward for food 
The missionaries, following hard upon Allenby’s 
heels, and the very first civilians to enter the Holy 
City after its capture, are untiringly devoting their 


rers, res- 
cued by Arabs in the wilds of Asia Minor, are 
wearily journeying to this new Jerusalem, though 
two hundred are perishing daily on the roadsides 
from starvation. Relief expeditions are being sent 
to meet them. But even the prevalent famine and 
squalor, as Dr. Thompson tells in this interesting 
description of present conditions, does not keep 
the Jew from being jubilant over the deliverance 
of his old homeland. 








cannons in this church, and that they stood near the 
altar. A squad was sent to investigate. They re- 
moved the altar, dug up the floor, and were hard at 
work when Canon Hitchens appeared, and with great 








When a Ram was Caught in the Thicket 
Friends of members of the American Colony in Jeru- 
salem will rejoice to see the following, received b 
E. F. Loud, Oscoda, Michigan, March 2, 1918. 


Jerusalem, December 19, 1917. 





Precious Friends; 


Certain that you and many other friends are 
anxious to learn of our state and welfare, we avail our- 
selves of the first opportunity the post-office offers to 
send you our news—unfranced—and inform you of our 
deliverance and God’s manifold mercies to us. Know- 
ing how the post-office will be taxed, we would be glad 
if. other friends who are interested in us could be in- 
formed of our safety through you or a notice in the 
press. 

Thank God, after months of anxiety, care, and ap- 
prehensions of what has not been permitted to occur, 
‘through God’s goodness, we are safely through the 
fearful ordeal without any harm or injury. For the 
last six or eight months we have been busy, day and 
night (about forty of us), attending to the wounded, 
having been entrusted with the charge of four hos- 
pitals, the last of which is now on the point of being 
closed. Although we have had considerable sickness, 
we have, thank God, escaped anything that was seri- 
ous. We are all well and, thank God again, have had 
food and raiment. 

Five months ago we were compelled to close the soup 
kitchen because of lack of funds. There the daily 
recipients had numbered over-two thousand. From 
that time, however, we have been reorganizing and 
helping with the Mohammedan soup kitchen, where 
over three thousand are fed daily. It was most provi- 
dential that just as we had to shut down, our Mo- 
hammedan poor had this door of hope opened to them, 
and at the same time relief came for the others whom 
we had been helping, through other ways of Provi- 
dence. 

For months the late government had entrusted us 
with the distribution of wheat, etc., to their officials, 
we having charge of their depot of grain, and the 
Governor treating us with great kindness and consid- 
eration. 

Up to the last we enjoyed his and the government’s 
protection and help, although from other quarters 
efforts were made to exile, scatter, and despoil us. 
Only three weeks ago orders were received from the 
foreign directing military leaders that our young 
Americans of military age (size) must leave for the 
interior in twenty-four hours. Their satchels were 
packed and the lunch prepared, but at the last mo- 
ment a ram was found caught by the horns in the 
thicket, and John W. and all the rest of the members 
are safely with us. Thus, during the whole duration 
of the war, despite the many nationalities represented, 
and the attempts of Satan, not one of our members 
had to be estranged. 

Now we are asked by the new authorities to help in 
the municipal hospital for the poor. With hearts 
overflowing with gratitude, we wish you God’s richest 
blessing for the festivities. 

Your sincere friends 


THE AMERICAN COLONY. 


{From an item in the press, sent out from New 
York, March 13, I copy the following. It is doubtless 
what is meant by “the ram caught in the thicket.” 

“Twelve days before the fall of the city to General 
Allenby’s forces, advices said, an order was issued for 
the arrest of Americans and their deportation to 
Northern Palestine. Women and children were cruelly 
beaten to compel them to reveal the hiding-places of 
fathers, husbands, and brothers. Threatened with 
the death of. their women: and children, seventy men 
emerged from their hiding-places and sixty-two were 
tounded up in Jater raids. All the prisoners were 
charged with disloyalty to the Ottoman government. 
Their punishment had been undecided when the cry, 
‘The English are coming,’ resounded throughout Jeru- 

- gsalem.”—E. PF: Loud.J 
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difficulty persuaded the officer that he was a Canon 
and that the boy had played a practical joke on him. 

“Christ’s Church just inside the Jaffa gate fared 
worse. I could not. get into it, but regret to say I 
am informed that it has been badly handled. The 
Turks used it for disinfecting the soldiers. A sign- 
board was up on the gate stating that it was the 
place to which all clothing and blankets were to be 
a 
“The Christian and Missionary Alliance Church 
had been sealed up by the Spanish Consul when the 
American Consul left the city, Everything was in 
perfect order, and plenty of dust of course. The 
mission house adjoining was all right, though the 
furniture had been rather roughly handled; but most 
of it was there. It had been the headquarters of the 
German Automobile Corps and was now occupied 
by the British. 

“Bishop Gobat’s school was in perfect order, and a 
German woman named Leuz Baaz in’ charge. The 


place .was clean, but the Turks had taken most of 


the school equipment. 

“The house of Mr. Sykes, Secretary of the C. M.S., 
is part of the headquarters of the —— division. [| 
could not get into it, as important conferences wera 
being held there, 

“The London Jews Society Hospital is the head- 
quarters of a division. It may interest Dr. Wheeler 
to know that General Allenby slept one or two nights 
in his bedroom. I was shown over the whole place 
by the Adjutant, who asked me to assure Dr. Wheeler 
that they would take every care of the furniture, 
which had been treated in much the same way as Mr. 
Thompson’s, in the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
mission house. 


Everybody Happy and the Jews Jubilant 


“The man left in charge of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society had taken’ a post in the Turkish Arm 
Corps. Mr. Wheelan, an American, stepped in to fill 
the breach.in February of 1915. The Turks ordered 
the gold lettering of “British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety” on the center pane of the large glass door to 
be broken or rubbed out. Mr, Wheelan fitted a card- 
board over the pane, painted it the same color as the 
framework, and so protected the glass until the Turks 
had evacuated. 

“I was so sorry not to have time to visit the only 
two English women who had remained there all the 
time, Miss Lovell and Mrs. MacAllister. My forty- 
six hours were filled to the last moment. I was 
called upon to render assistance to the military in 
very many ways, as, for example, regarding maximum 
prices for food and fruit, and also regarding aliens. 

“The Jews are jubilant. They are in the ascend- 
ency, and I have no hesitation in saying that things in 
soy Land will now go forward with leaps and 

ounds. 


A letter has also been received from the senior 
evangelist of the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Mission in Jerusalem, which was written two days 
after General Allenby’s official entry into the city. 
He says.that all of our native staff in the city were 
well, and that he had been permitted to continue the 
Arabic service and the Sunday-school in our day- 
school building. Turkish paper currency had de- 
preciated to sixteen percent of its face value, and 
prices had become five times what they were when 
the Consul and our missionaries left Jerusalem in 
May, If this is correct, wheat must have cost twenty 
dollars a bushel before the British entered. Is it any 
wonder that our evangelist says, that “with great 
pleasure we welcome the English soldiers to Jeru- 
salem”? 

Photographs are beginning to arrive. A fine cut 
recently appeared in a weekly magazine showing the 
simple manner in which the British and their allies 
entered the city. General Allenby and his staff are 
seen just inside the Jaffa gate on foot and in ordi- 
nary military attire. Another published photograph 
shows the wells of Beersheba which were dug by 
Isaac and which ever since have supplied water to 
that region. They had been blown up by the Turks 
when they retreated from the town. The Christian 
and Missionary Alliance property was in the fore- 
ground and in perfect preservation. 

One of the first to follow Mr. Bradley was Mr. T. C. 
Hooper, agent of the British and-Foreign Bible Society 
in Egypt, who reached Jaffa by sea. He was able 
to arrange for the immediate opening of an orphan- 
age in the Church Missionary Society Hospital build- 
ing in Jaffa. Dr. Lasbrey, of the Church Missionary 
Society in Egypt, was already in Gaza, and sent a 
full report from there to Cairo. Another Church 
Missionary Society worker, Dr. Lloyd, formerly of 
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the Soudan, has formed a mobile medical unit and is 
doing splendid work in Palestine for the civilian 
sufferers who need immediate medical aid. Besides 
affa and Gaza, Ramleh, twelve miles southeast of 
jafe on the plain of Sharon, will be a center of 
medical and relief work. ; 

Writing from Cairo shortly after British occupa- 
tion, Mr. Stephen Trowbridge, chairman of the 
American Red Cross in Egypt, reported that the chief 
initial difficulty was that of transportation. Cables 
from him and others in Cairo state that there is 
abundance of food in Egypt and that the military au- 
thorities are granting them as much facility for trans- 

ortation as the circumstances permit. Mr, Trow- 
Pridge has recently arrived in Jerusalem and wired 
later reports from that center. . 

More than a year ago a Relief Committee was 
formed in England with the special object of making 
preparations for the relief and rehabilitation of the 
people of Palestine when that land should be deliv- 
ered from the Turk. It is known as the Bishop Mac- 
Innis Committee. It appears that the Bishop himself 
is now in Jerusalem, that Mr. Wendell Cleland, an 
American recently appointed to the staff of the Chris- 
tian University in Cairo, is treasurer, and Mr. Trow- 
bridge secretary. ! 

This Committee has wired a comprehensive state- 
ment to the American Committee for Armenian and 
Syrian Relief, from which we are able to make the 
following statement: : : 

There is still an acute food crisis in Palestine. 
Prices are ten times more than in normal conditions. 
Fifteen thousand destitute are being fed by the Com- 
mittee in Jerusalem. The Jewish Committee is feed- 
ing another fifteen thousand, Egypt is supplying the 
provisions. They are attempting to industrialize all 
the relief work. The American Colony will manage 
boys’ trade schools on an extensive scale. Hundreds 
of destitute women who are trained fine lace workers 
could be employed if a special grant of $50,000 is 
made for workshops, materials, tools, and pay for 
skilled foremen. Another $100,000 is required from 
America for three months’ budget and for purchas- 
ing motor trucks for transportation. Four com- 
modious buildings have been secured and others are 
available for relief work. Three relief clinics are 
working efficiently. An orphanage has been opened 
for two hundred children and another is urgently re- 
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quired. Miss Lovell’s blind school is intact, but desti- 


tute. Hospitals which have been stripped by the 
Turks are being re-equipped. A village girl who es- 
caped from the north stated that a shelf had crashed 


into their house and killed three of their family, and 
that there were hundreds of similar cases. 

Another telegram from Cairo mentions the open- 
ing of the Scotch Mission Hospital in Hebron and a 
clinic in Bethlehem where there are sixteen hundred 
destitute. The people in the occupied area are still 
in such distress that they are selling furniture and 
clothing, and the women their virtue to procure food. 
A relief camp is necessary at Jaffa, to which the 
refugees are flocking. The first remittance from the 
American Committee enabled .their Cairo representa- 
tives to forward two hundred tons of rice, wheat, and 
medical supplies. The message assures us that the 
prompt relief measures are creating a favorable im- 
pression. Suffering Palestine is looking to America 
and England. 

One of the recent telegrams says that the Ward 
expedition is necessary for reaching towns pillaged by 
the retreating Turks. This large party, made up 
chiefly of American missionaries from Turkey under 
the leadership of Dr. E. St. John Ward, of Beirut 
College, expects to leave very shortly with a full 
equipment for civilian relief work, They will no 
doubt be one of the great factors in the first stages of 
reconstruction. With such organizations as the Com- 
mittees mentioned, working in hearty co-operation 
with missionary organizations and Jewish societies, 
under the liberty granted by the British military gov- 
ernment, we have every reason to hope that in a few 
months this part of desolated Turkey will again be 
enjoying at least a measure of prosperity. 

hat will follow? The World cartoonist refers us 
to the Bible for the answer. Latter day prophecies 
are so exactly fulfilled in current events that few ob- 
servers doubt that the Turk has passed forever from 
the Holy City, and that the restoration of the Jews 
to their fatherland is certain to result from this war. 
A great series of interlocking events is predicted by 
the prophets. They concern the Church and the na- 
tions as well as the Jew. They will affect Washing- 
ton and Berlin and London only a little less than 
Jerusalem. Is it not time to inquire what God has 
forewarned us will come to pass? 


New York City. 
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A Diary of a crowded month thet begins with 
a Belgian bookworm’s conversion 


4 : 





God’s Hand in a Perplexing Hold-up 
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By Edith Fox Norton 








The startled cry of ‘‘ L’alarme,” running from the World War’s birds of prey, huddling 
in an underground chamber for safety, the thunder of booming guns on the Front, 
auto rides with Belgian officers, interviews with the highest Belgian government 
officials, help to form the setting of a brief visit of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, of 


the British and Allied Soldiers Evangelistic Campaign, to Paris and the Front. 


The 


power of God was manifest in this evangelization tour, and Mrs. Norton tells about it 


in a Diary, of which this is the first chapter. 


Can you not judge from it that the 


best is yet to come? 


in the “Foyer” set all our hearts to singing! 
He came to the “Foyer” during his congé in 
London—did Adolph V. N. He announced that he 
had called at the suggestion of a friend. He carried 
a small valise. This is real “swank,” as the Tommies 
call it, on the part of a soldier. When the valise was 
opened we saw in its cavernous depths books, books 
only! Books on every subject from hypnotism to 
modern business methods! He reminded us of an- 
other fine boy who wrote us for a book on hypnotism. 
We sent that boy back a New Testament! and—but 
that is another story, with a blessed sequel to it. 

Adolph, we found, was especially fond of psychol- 
ogy and philosophy. He told us so very modestly. 
We knew that books were to be our entering wedge 
with Adolph. We began with books and worked 
around to the Book. Every personal worker will 
understand our opportunity and our method. 

First the Spirit imparted—love going out to this 
seeker and fairly overflowing our lips so that we 
must speak and could not be silent. We opened up 
to him one after another the beauties of the Word 
until he gaspingly exclaimed, “I never knew there 
was a revelation like this.” Then the prayer with 
him, and at last his beautiful and definite decision to 
accept and yield all to Jesus! This boy who has 
just entered the kingdom of God is one of the 
brightest trophies that the Spirit of God has claimed 
from the Belgian army. Could anything be more 
beautiful than the first letter we received after his 
return to the front!* He writes: 

“It is with a heart filled with joy and a soul bathed 
in happiness that I write to you. Be happy to know 
that it is through your example that I am now here, 
possessing Christ, the true Light, the Peace: I 
prayed the Saviour to-day for you and for your 
work. May it be blessed! 

“When I left you I wept with happiness, and really 


I ONDON, January 20: A wonderful conversion 


at that moment I looked upon you like a father and 
mother whom I was leaving. 

“I went to my quarters, and all along the road I 
prayed. Then, oh, joy! oh, happiness!—Jesus spoke 
to me. He advised me and he strengthened me. 
thanked him and I asked for grace to remain faithful 
to him and for the strength necessary to live always 
following the example which he gave to men. And 
then I felt an immense strength which enveloped me. 
A zeal for the Lord burnt me up, whilst the desire 
seized me to say always and in all places to my 
brother men, ‘I bring you Light, Truth, Life.’ I 
lived with Jesus, I felt Him with me, and I felt that 
I should have the strength to witness before men 
that Christ is our Saviour. 

“Here I am, arrived at the front; Jesus has not 
left me; He is near me, living in me, whilst I write 
to you. He has already tried me since my departure 
from England. I will be faithful to him. 

“Dear Monsieur et Madame, if you only knew how 
happy I am—happy! I shall walk now in the way 
which is opening before me. I have looked for the 
Way for a | time. I have found it. With the 
help of Jesus shall go forth and tell ‘the good 
news’ .to other human beings,—my brothers. 

“Pray to the Saviour for me, as I pray to Him 
for you. Ask him to make me gentle and humble 
as he was, and to let me be a teacher simple of heart 
that I may lead many sheep to him. 

“I am preparing myself and doing my best to live 








Mr. and Mrs. Norton expect to be in America again 
during the summer, and will be able to accept a lim- 
ited number of engagements at summer conferences 
to tell about their work. They may be addressed in 
care of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia. 
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more according to the teaching of Jesus. Since you 
bore witness before me I have had the happiness of 
being the object of Divine manifestations which have 
increased my faith and filled my heart with love for 
my Saviour. 

“I have distributed the New Testaments and Gos- 
pels among my friends. Would you please send me 
some more; and, above all, the membership cards 
promising to read the Testaments every day. Please 
send them in French and Flemish. My New Testa- 
ment does not leave me. It is my daily bread. It 
contains Truth, Light, and Life. 

“Au revoir, dear, very dear friends. I send to you 
from the depth of my heart my most sincere friend- ; 
ship and all my — Be very happy, for you 
have led me to Christ.” 

London, January 23: 

Would it not be strange if Satan did not fight 
poninst a’ work of God like this? We would trem- 
ble if he did not, for persecution and opposition i 
are a proof of the faithful character of service. So } 
we are being put to the test these days. First of all rf 
our “Christmas boxes” have all been held up save it 
the 7,000 that have already been dispatched to the 
Belgian prisoners of war in Germany. The remain- ey. 
ing 25,000 are all in detention in a French city, and 

















this is late in January. Bey 
The difficulty is that books (our enclosures of ) 
Gospels and so forth) must not be included with \ 


food boxes but must be sent under separate cover. } 
This is a new military regulation since last year, of 
which we knew nothing until all the boxes were pre- 
pared for shipment. To facilitate the removal of ‘ 
} 
: 


a se 


the enclosures, our secretaries, before our return, 
sent all the boxes over to France, and there th 
lie! Letters and cables pass between us and the mili- 
tary authorities there, but still the boxes are not dis- é 
atched. But it is His work and the boxes are under 
is control alone, and as we wait upon Him in : 
prayer two things come to us with glorious assurance \ 
—first that his will shall be done and himself glori- am) 
fied despite all; and secondly, that he would have us 
go at once to that French city. 
A busy two days are spent in London in prepa- 
ration for departure. First of all, our secretaries 
must be instructed as to the carrying on of the work 
in the offices during our absence, which will be of in- 
definite duration. Then we must make a special pro- 
vision which includes taking on a new helper for the 
tremendous response we are getting from the prison- 


i 
ers of war in Germany to whom boxes of clothing ) | 
{ 
. 





have.gone. Each man sends back, the reply card ,en- 

closed in his box. Then we at once send him a 

Gospel in his native tongue,—we have official per- 

mission to thus send out religious literature to 

prisoners of war in Germany. Risadty many hun- 

dreds of these reply cards have been received. : 
Lastly, there is the round of the Consulates—Ameri- aa 
rench, Belgian, and at last we are off. [ 


Somewhere in France, January 25: 


How good it seems being again on French soil, this 
much nearer to the war zone. My husband pur- 
chases a real soldier’s knapsack in which to carry his 
spiritual ammunition, and has such a good time all 
day long distributing Gospels. But we lose no time 
making our way to Colonel M., who as “Officier de 
L’Intendance,” has charge of our “boxes.” 

The Colonel is courteous but inflexible. With many 
vehement Latin gestures he tells us of his difficulties. 
New regulations and restrictions have been imposed 
since last year, The boxes are on French soil, and 
their recipients-to-be are scattered in hospitals and } 
camps throughout France, as well as at the Belgian 
front. Customs duty must be paid on all boxes save 
those for men at the front. 

In other words, all he can do is to send all the 
boxes direct to the Belgian front, to be. there dis- 
tributed by the Commandants of the different regi- } 
ments to the men who are the neediest and most 
unfortunate. That means that these gifts will not 
reach the men for whom they are intended, and 
whose names are fixed to the parcels, but doubtless 
will be received by others. This is a real blow for 
us and we plead for our “boys,” but the Colonel 
assures us he cannot do otherwise with the facilities 
for transportation at his disposal. 

“Do tell your American friends,” he says, “that I 
know the soldiers and they do not, and that these, 
their boxes, will truly be reaching the very neediest 
men in the Belgian army. Furthermore,” he adds, 
“you will be brought into touch with 25,000 new men, 
for I shall write their respective officers telling them 
that in each case the man who receives the box must 
write and thank you personally.” j 

Our card of greeting with name and address will i 
be left in each box as it goes out, although the other . 
enclosures are withdrawn. 

Then in a flash it comes to us that thus will our 
God be glorified and our circle of influence widened, 
and we see his hand in it all. The enclosures of 
Gospels we are having sent back to us in London, and 
as fast as we hear from the recipients of the boxes 
we shall send back the envelopes containing the 
Gospels. We are also to Nave 2,000 boxes sent to 
us at La Panne, for we have had permission again 
given us to visit the Belgian front, and thefe, in two 


can, 














them, “but that is impossible; but 


LESSON FOR MAY 19 (Mark tr : 1-33) 


or three weeks’ time, we will be allowed the privi- 
lege of making a personal distribution of these boxes. 
Somewhere in France, January 26: “tt 

We have just paid a visit to the Great Central 
Military Stores, where are stored our thousands of 
boxes, Colonel M. has taken us there in his car. 
We never realized that 25,000 boxes were so many. 
Some eleven or twelve Belgian soldiers are engaged 
in opening the boxes and tak’ g out the enclosures, 
and closing them again. How we hate to see those 
enclosures come out, but we rest our souls in the 
assurance that God is going to get to himself great 

lory, despite the spoiling of our plans, for His plan 
So never been spoiled, and he sees the end from 
the beginning. e take some photos of the boxes 
and a workers, and then motor back again to our 
hotel. 

Somewhere in France, Sunday, January 27: 

What a joy it is to be on the streets of this French 
city giving out the Word of God to French and 
Belgian soldiers, and stopping occasionally to speak 
to the American soldiers whom we frequently pass. 
“My, it is good to meet an American over here,” 
more than one boy assures us. 

Four o’clock arrives and we go to the Protestant 
Chapel where is being conducted a service for 
French-speaking Belgian soldiers at that hour. The 
Flemish. have a service an hour earlier. Quite a 
gratifying number of men are present, and at the 
close we stop to speak with them. Then we accom- 
pany Pastor Rambaud to his Protestant “Foyer pour 
les soldats Belges,” some distance away, and when 
we arrive it is after 6 o’clock, and the men are hav- 
ing tea together. 

About forty Belgian soldiers are assembled, and 
they rise and give us an affectionate welcome. Many 
there have been among our faithful correspondents 
and workers for many months. Some of the soldiers 
are on leavé from the front, but most of them are 
men who, rendered unfit for active service, are work- 
ing at munitions or in some other war service at this 

se. 

After a personal word with several of the men 
Pastor Rambaud turns to my husband and says, 
“Give the men a brief message. I will translate for 
you.” How eagerly and sympathetically they listen 
as'mny husband speaks. 

Then, although I have a severe cold and am almost 
too hoarse to speak, I feel constrained to add a word 
in French. “Ihad desired to sing for you,” I told 
will give you the 
title’ of my song, ‘Le Meilleur Ami C’est Jésus.’ Just 
remember that ‘title is“ blessedly* true: “ We ‘have ‘con- 
versions in our ‘Foyer,’ and. one dear boy writes to 
mine, ‘Jesus is with me. [ am returning to the trenches, 
but He has not quitted me.’ Oh, the lovely fact of 
Jesus’ abiding presence with us.” 

When I have finished, the magic of His name has 
brought tears: to-all eyes, and they press up yet 
closer about us, for the closing prayer. Then many 
hearty handclasps and a “God bless you,” and. we 
are away. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








° 


PASTOR'S notes from his own Bible margins are being 

given here, as marked through forty years of personal study, 
Each of the sixty-six books of Bible will be covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times,— 
“Your Study Bible.” 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the margi 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
eties “se own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. lower margins for book outlines and directions. The 
side for ical notes and references. Name each 
fed cottenh chapter of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you” (Josh. 4 : 3). 

The following plan for marking is helpful ; 

Ai the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the boit lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 


Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 








Nehemiah 
Second Book of the Restoration 

The Rebuilding of the City. Key-word: “Arise 
and build”; key-text: “The God of heaven, he will 
prosper us; therefore we his servants will arise and 
build” (2:20). as 

Outline: Repairing the City Walls (chaps. 1-8). 

Repairing the People’s Morals (chaps. 9-13). 

Ezra built the temple; this comes first. Nehemiah 
built the city; this follows close. 

Ezra means help, the saving help. So came Jesus 


ce en 
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to the helping and saving of his people. Nehemiah 
means comfort of Jehovah. So in due time came the 
Holy Spirit, Comforter divine, for the guiding and 
strengthening of his own. Trust God’s care and keep. 

Nehemiah, more closely rendered, means the sigh 
of God. It is the price we pay to give comfort. It 
is oft with groanings that cannot uttered, such 
is the comfort of the Spirit. And see Jesus com- 
poarreies the multitude, as sheep’ without a shep- 
erd. Behold Him weeping over Jerusalem. Mark 


the tears and bloody sweat of Gethsemane. It costs 
to comfort. 
Chapter 1 is Cupbearer’s Chapter: Nehemiah 


leaves his high position at the throne as royal cup- 
bearer to the king, that in distant, smitten Jerusalem 
he may be humble cupbearer to,the people. Thus did 
coon leave the glory throne to give the wine of his 

lood on this earthly footstool. Thus do Christians 
put behind them worldly care and honor to give a cup 
of cold water to God’s thirsty ones everywhere. “For 
I was the king’s cupbearer.” 

Chapter 2 is Picket Chapter. God’s monitor sent 
out to view the broken walls and plan in secret for 
the people’s uplift. He is no pastor who does not 
do it, watchfully, prayerfully, for his people’s sake, 
often in secret and with agony of soul. But it is a 
travail that presages fruitage. 

Chapter 3 is “Next” Chapter. 
fifteen times. “And next unto him builded the men 
of Jericho. And next to them builded Zaccur, the 
son of Imri” (v. 2). And so on “next,” and “next,” 
and “next.” Each man close up to his neighbor's 
side; at his hand, as the margin says, linking up the 
line and keeping the work intact,—team work. This 
is the way to build a church and to make it count 
for something, the only way. 

Chapter 4, War-footing Chapter, is rich in heart- 
ening suggestions for the church in a hostile world! 

One mind: “So built we the wall... for the peo- 
ple had a mind to work” (v. 6). 

Watch and pray: “We made our prayer unto our 
God, and set a watch” (v. 9). 

Get rid of dead timber: “There is much rubbish; 
so that we are not able to build” (v. 10). 

All at it: “We returned all of us to the wall, 
every one unto his work” (v. 15). 


The word occurs 
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Both hands: “Every one with one of his hands 
wrought in the work, and with the other hand held a 
weapon” (v. 17). 

Follow your leader: “And he that sounded the 
trumpet was by me” (v. 18). 

( a in earnest: “None of us put off our clothes” 

v. 23). 

And keep clean: “Saving that every one put them 
off for washing” (v. 23). That was sensible. 

The Book of the Law is brought to the front in 
chapter 8, with a great protracted meeting in which 
Nehemiah, Ezra, and all the people take part with 
Joy. and singing. 

rom here on to the end of the book, Nehemiah 
appears as the reformer of the morals of the people, 
—a good type of the Reform Mayor. Four abuses 
were corrected: commercial graft, priestly lethargy, 
desecrated Sabbaths, and mixed marriages. 

And close at hand stood Ezra, the consecrated 
pastor, jealous for the Lord’s house. Happy the 
people and blessed the work with such devoted leader- 
ship. Dr. A. J. Gordon . Clarendon Street, Boston, 
‘resolved, God helping him,.that he and his church 
should be in everything right with God. 


Marginal Notes 

Jesus is the promised Restorer of the people. “The 
desire of all nations shall come” (Hag. 2:7). 

Was it one of the Beechers who said, “We used to 
know a revival was coming by the lint on father’s 
knees”? 


Nehemiah laid down five principles for religious 
administration (see chap. 4): 1. Division of labor. 
2. Adaptations of talent. 3. Conservation of re- 
sources. 4. Co-operation. 5. Concentration. 


Marked Texts 


“Remember, I beseech thee, the word that thou 
commandedst thy servant Moses” (1:8). And yet the 
Seeders critics affirm that the Bible began with 

zra. 

“Think upon me, my God, for good, according to 
all that I have done for this people” (5:19). The 
Christian worker’s nunc dimittis. 


Osertin, OHIO. 








. 
What the Slides Told Uruguayan Children 


About-Sunday-school. work in both Americas; and other live news from all the world, as gar- 
nered by Frank L. Brown, Joint General Secretary of the World’s Sunday School Association, 
and Robert Cashman, Business Manager of the International Sunday School Association 





J 





South America’s First Stereopticon.—The first 
Sunday-school stereopticon lecture ever held in 
South America was given not long ago in the McCabe 
Memorial Church, at Montevidio, to an audience of 
850 people. The lecturer was the Rev. George P. How- 
ard, Sunday-school Secretary for South America. 
The lantern was the gift of Mr. George E. Hall, of 
Plainfield, N. J. The slides came from the World’s 
Sunday School Association and exhibited American 
Sunday-schools, little and big Sunday-school parades, 
organized Bible classes, kindergarten groups, teacher- 
training groups, and Sunday-schools in other parts 
of the great world field. Those people felt that they 
were not isolated, a few only in number and fighting 
their battle alone far away from their brothers and 
sisters in-other lands. They felt the heart-throb of 
the great Sunday-school movement and realized their 
partnership in a great world enterprise. And there 
was enthusiastic applause from these impressionable 
South Americans when Mr. Howard displayed a 
picture of one of their own teacher-training classes, 
the first one started in South America and at 
Montevideo, too. And the applause broke out afresh 
as they looked into the face of the aged woman, 105 
years old, in whose home at Buenos Ayres the first 
Sunday-school had been started fifty years ago, Mr. 
Howard has now a long list of invitations, most of 
them pressing, to visit different places and give this 
illustrated lecture. 








“Keep the Home Fires Burning” 
By Gerrit Verkuyl 
To be sung to the popular tune 
EEP the home fires burning, 
While the boys are turning 
To the mighty Saviour, with 
them everywhere. 
There’s a silver lining 
Through the war-clouds shining, 
When at home, in camp and trench, 
We're one in prayer. 


The Biggest Class in the Philippines.—‘‘We 
Brothers of 99” is the name of a class of Filipino 
students attending the University at Manila, and who, 
thirty in number, banded themselves together in a 
Bible class under the enthusiastic leadership of Mr. 
C. E. Calkens in the Student Church to become 
brothers of 99. To become a class of 99 seemed 
quite a high goal, but inspired by the love of their 
teacher they went out after other students and 
shortly reached their goal. Then they swept on and 
on, until on a recent Sunday, four months after the 
first goal was set, there were 717 present. It is now 
the largest class in the Islands. At a recent con- 
secration service a large number of the young men 
came out openly for Christ. And this step costs 
something in the Philippines. 


Real Gospel Salesmanship.—In the Province of 
Pampanga, just to the north of Manila, Philippine 
Islands, there are twenty-six missionary circuits. 
These have been brought into three allotments for 
an intensive Bible Evangelistic Campaign. While 
working one set of circuits the pastors are brought 
in from the other two to work with the volunteer 
workers. . The campaign starts with a rousing re- 
vival meeting. The whole town is canvassed by 
workers going two and two. Gospels are donated 
when they are not purchased. Invitations are ex: 
tended to join the Sunday-school and come to the 
meetings. Workers’ conferences were held to re- 
ceive reports and improve this Gospel salesmanship. 
As a result 800 Gospels were donated, 2,000 sold, 2,80c 
new homes visited, 250 added to the Sunday-school 
and 49 to the church in one section. In one of the 
other sections one pastor received 75 into the Sun- 
day-school and 39 into the church. 


The Southern Continent’s First Father-Son Ban. 
quet.—“The first Father and Son banquet in South 
America was held in the Y. M. C. A. gymnasium,’ 
writes the Rev. George P. Howard, Sunday-school 
Secretary for South America, who had the honor of 
fathering it, “and about a hundred boys sat down 
to the long tables with their fathers opposite them 
I had to preside, and it was a splendid opportunity 


(You will learn how Dr. Torpedo operated suc- 
essfully for cataract when you turn to page 
265, where this article is continued.) 
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Taking the Victorious Life Across the Continent 


In a triple link of meetings; and other notable Bible study and missionary conferences 





* 











Three Victorious Life Conferences 
Whittier, California 


A= your prayers responsible, in part, for the 
waves of blessing that have gone out from the Vic- 
torious Life Conference that has been held at Prince- 
ton the third full week of July each summer since 
1914? Will you not let your prayers have a share in 
the increasing blessing of yer as the Lord Jesus is 
held up in three Victorious Life conferences that are 
intimately linked together? i : 

The first of these is to be held at Whittier, Califor- 
nia, fifteen miles from Los Angeles, from June 1 to 2: 
The announcement of this conference for the Pacific 
Coast states that the Committee in charge consists of 
those who have received great blessing from the Vic- 
torious Life message given at Princeton, and in the 
columns of The Sunday School Times, and that there- 
fore the conference is to follow the same general pian. 
Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas will give the Bible 
message each morning, and Mr. Robert C. McQuilkin, 
former Associate Editor of The Sunday School 
Times, will give daily messages on the Victorious 
Life. 

Last winter at Whittier College a week was set 
aside in’ the college calendar for daily meetings and 
personal interviews on the Victorious Life, and dur- 
ing this period all other college activities, except the 
regular schedule of studies, were put aside. It is at 
this college that the summer conference is to be held. 
Professor Morris Kimber, who got his vision at the 
conference at Princeton last summer, is the Corre- 
sponding Secretary of the Pacific Coast conference, 
and may be addressed at Whittier College, Whittier, 
Cal., for further details. 


se 


Cedar Lake, Indiana 


T CEDAR LAKE, Indiana, for the past few years 

there has been a blessed testimony to the Victori- 
ous Life in Christ under the leadership of the Rev. 
Paul Rader and the Rev. E. Y. Woolley, pastors of 
the Moody Church. The managers of the conference 
grounds last year asked the Board of Managers of 
the Victorious Life Conference at Princeton to bring 
their speakers and leaders to Cedar Lake and hold a 
conference there. Accordingly in answer to many 
prayers for guidance this will be done, and the way 
has opened wonderfully step by step to have a Vic- 
torious Life Conference for the Middle West at 
Cedar Lake, Indiana. The conference will meet from 
August 24 to September 1. Leaflets giving full de- 
tails on the conference at Cedar Lake may be had by 
addressing the Rev. Y. Woolley, 808 Nort 
La Salle Street, Chicago. 


we 


Princeton, New Jersey 


HE conference at Princeton will meet as usual 

“the third full week in July,” from the 20th to the 
28th. What is said here of the speakers and leaders 
applies also to. the Cedar Lake conference. Pro- 
fessor W. H. Griffith Thomas will conduct the Bible 
period each morning, giving four studies on prayer 
and four on the Holy Spirit. Mr. Charles G. Trum- 
bull will give daily messages on the Victorious Life. 
Among the leaders of Mission Groups will be Dr. H. 
Virginia Blakeslee, of the Africa Inland Mission; 
Mrs. Alice E. McClure, of the Student Volunteer 
Movement; the Rev. E. J. Pace, of the Moody In- 
stitute, who draws The Lesson Cartoon in The Sun- 
day School Times. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton 
will tell of God’s miracles of grace among Belgian 
soldiers in the wonderful evangelistic campaign in 
which The Sunday School Times readers have such 
an intimate share. Miss Louisa Vaughan, for seven- 
teen years missionary in China, author of the famous 
book of prayer experiences, “Answered or Unan- 
swered,” will bring messages on mountain-moving 
faith and what it has done in China and America. 
Mr. Robert C. McQuilkin, Corresponding Secretary 
of the conference, will preside at the sessions at 
Princeton and Cedar Lake. 

To enrol send name and address and the enrolment 
= ($3.00) to Victorious Life Conference, 600 Perry 

uilding, Philadelphia. 

The managers of the conference have prepared a 
prayer schedule for the use of those who will be- 
come intercessors for these conferences; it will be 
sent upon request, from the following addresses, 
along with other literature on the respective con- 
ferences: For Whittier, to Professor Morris Kim- 


ber, Whittier, Cal.; for Princeton, to Victorious Life 
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Conference, 600 Perry Building, Philadelphia; for 
Cedar Lake, to the Rev. E. Y. Woolley, North 
La Salle Street, Chicago. 


The International Sunday-School 
Training School 


NCLE SAM’S training camps are crowded. ~ No 
soldier of his is fit to hold the line on the battle- 
field until he is trained. 

Every Sunday-school Association officer, whether 
paid or volunteer, should enter the International 
Training School for Sunday-School Association 
leadership, that those who hold the lines on the 
home field may be fit for service and equipped for 
victory. Place: Conference Point, on Lake Geneva, 


Wisconsin. Time: July 5-14, 1918. : 
Have yw enlisted? This is the personal question 
asked of you, if you are an officer in the Sunday- 


school army. If you will answer the roll-call at 
Conference Point, on July 5, write to Mr. W. C. 
Pearce, Dean, for information, at 1416 Mallers 


’ Building, 5 South Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 


A Bible Conference on the Return 
of Our Lord 


“—. THE shadow of the tragedy of world-wide 
war Christians everywhere have been burdened 
in spirit and bewildered in mind by the complex 
conditions of the hour. .. . Among all the question- 
ings in the hearts of God’s people none seem to press 
so urgently for a clear answer as those concerning 
the personal return of the Lord Jesus. Many Chris- 
tians have never until now sought to know what the 
Scriptures really teach about ‘the blessed hope,’ and 
others have been diverted from such study by the 
confusion of voices on this theme, even though it 
cong such a pivotal place of importance in. the 
ible.” 

So reads a paragraph from the call for a Bible 
conference on the “Return of our Lord,” signed by 
such men as the Rev. F. W. Farr, the Rev. George F. 
Pentecost, R. V. Bingham, Max I. Reich, the Rev. 
D. M. Stearns, Dr. R. A. Torrey, Charles G. Trum- 
bull, Charles L. Huston, and Robert Haines, Jr. 

“It is to unite in securing and in giving light on 
this theme and to present an unhesitating Scriptural 
testimony that all interested are earnestly invited to 
this conference,” continues the call. The men se- 
cured to give this testimony include these eminent 
Bible teachers and preachers: 

The Rev. Drs. C. I. Scofield, James M. Gray, W. 
B. Riley, Cortland Myers, Harris H. Gregg, Mark 
Matthews, L. W. Munhall, Pastor Herbert Mac- 
kenzie; the Rev, P. W. Philpot, Dean W. L. Pet- 
tingill, and the Rev. A. E. Thompson. 

The addresses will be delivered in the Academy 
of Music, Philadelphia, during the three days of 
May 28-30, 1918. A choir of 500 voices will be led . 
by Mr. Charles M. Alexander. 

Full information may be had from J. D. Adaths, 
Executive Secretary, Room 1310, Morris Building, 
Philadelphia. 


Conference in Behalf of the 
Evangelization of Russia 


4 Revolution in Russia has resulted in throwing 
open to the Gospel the country with the largest 
population of white people in the world. There are 
182,000,000 people in Russia, and yet there are not 
as many evangelical workers there as in the city of 
Chicago alone. Many are eagerly waiting for the 
Gospel. When recently one of the leaders of the 
“Dom Evangelia” Mission in Petrograd, immediately 
after returning from Siberia, went with his choir 
and workers to the large Square directly in front of 
the Winter Palace, and conducted for the first time 
in the existence of that city an open-air Gospel ser- 
vice, large numbers of men and women assembled. 
After the message was delivered the people turned 
to the preacher and said: 

“Where have you been so long, and why did you 
not tell us this before?” 

“I was in Siberia,” was the reply. 

This incident is related in A Call. for Prayer and 
Conference on behalf of Russia’s millions, to be held 
at the Moody Tabernacle, Chicago, June 24-28, 1918. 

The propaganda of atheism and materialism in 
Russia must be faced; the country must be flooded 


with Bibles and Testaments and Christian literature; 
several hundred evangelists and Christian workers 
must be trained and sent out. 

This First General Conference in Behalf of the 
Evangelization of Russia will consider definite plans 
for Russian evangelization. Among the thirty-nine 
men uniting with Pastor William Fetler, President 
of the Russian Bible Institute at Philadelphia, in the 
call for this conference are the Rev. Drs. J. Wilbur 
Chapman, W. H. Griffith Thomas, C. I. Scofield, R. 
A. Torrey, Floyd W. Tomkins, Francis E. Clark, 
Cortland Myers, Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, the Rev. 
George H. Sandison, Mr. Delavan L. Pierson, the 
Rev. Paul Rader, the Rev. D. M. Stearns, the Rev. 
Charles A. Blanchard, the Rev. Henry W. Frost. 

All inquiries and communications regarding the 
Conference should be addressed to the Rev. Jesse W. 
Brooks, Superintendent of the Chicago Tract ‘Society, 
Chairman of the Conference Executive Committee, 
440 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. 


Conferences Conducted by the 
Moody Bible Institute 


Tee Bible Conferences will be conducted by the 
Moody Bible Institute of Chicago this summer: 
The first at Eagles Mere, Pennsylvania, July 14 to 
21; and the second at Mountain Lake Park, Mary- 
land, July 28 to August 4.. Dr. James M. Gray, Dean 
of the Moody Bible Institute, will personally con- 
duct both of these conferences. 

Among the invited speakers are the following: 

Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas, of Wycliffe College, 
Toronto; the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp, pastor of the 
Metropolitan Tabernacle, New York City; Dr. Ed- 
mund F, Cook, Director of the Missionary Course of 
the Moody Bible Institute; Dr. W. E. Biederwolf, 
evangelist; Mrs. Margaret T. Russell, of the Exten- 
sion Department of the Moody Bible Institute; Mr. 
A. C. Gaebelein, editor of Our Hope, New York 
City; Dr: L: W. Mathall, Germantown, Pa.; the Rev. 
B. B. Sutcliffe, the Rev.- John C. Page, and the Rev. 
George E. Guille, of the Extension Department of 
the Institute; and Dr. Henry Ostrom, evangelist. 

Further information may be had by writing to the 
Secretary of the Extension Department of The 
Moody Bible Institute, 156 Institute Place’ Chicago, 
Tllinois. ie 


Conference of the Hebrew 
Christian Alliance 


ry THE light of the capture of Jerusalem by the 
British, the Fourth Annual Conference of the 
Hebrew Christian Alliance of America promises to 
be of unusual significance this year. It is to be held 
in the auditorium of the Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 
cago, May 27-31, 1918. 

“Let us wait on the God of our Fathers,” urge the 
signers of the call, including President S. B. Rohold, 
Vice-Presidents M. Ruben, Daniel Rose, and A. R. 
Kuldell, Recording Secretary-Treasurer Jos. R. 
Lewek, General Secretary E. S. Greenbaum, and 
Chairman Missionary Committee A. Lichtenstein, 
“that such light and guidance may be granted unto 
us in this hour of crisis as wil] point out clearly the 
path in which we must walk as a Hebrew-Christian 
community before ‘the Jew, the Gentile, and the 
Church of God.’” The aims of the conference are 
stated as being: 


1. To bring into brotherly relations, for their mu- 
tual spiritual strengthening, the thousands of the 
scattered Hebrew Christians on the North American 
continent on the basis of “our common salvation” 
in Christ. 

2. To extend a hand of succor and practical coun- 
sel to lonely and discouraged converts of the house 
of Israel who crave that intelligent sympathy which 
they can only find in a Hebrew-Christian environ- 
ment. 


3. To present by voice and pen a united testimony 
to the Lord Jesus as the Messiah of Israel to the 
Jewish community—American and immigrant, re- 
formed or orthodox. 


4. To cultivate legitimate points of contact with 
the Jewish community, struggling towards the re- 
establishment of a home in our ancient fatherland, 
in order to demonstrate that our abandonment of 
Judaism is not meant to be understood as apostasy 
from the Jewish people—our “kinsmen according to 
the flesh”—but that we too desire to labor for their 
welfare and prosperity. 
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How Young John Mark Mended his Mistake | 


By Professor A. T. Robertson, D.D., LL. 


Author of “ The Divinity of Christ in John’s Gospel,” “A Grammar 
© of the Greek New Testament in the Light of Historical Research,” etc. 





sted in the career of John Mark, the author of 

the Second Gospel. He has absolutely nothing 
to say about himself in his Gospel, unless there is a 
veiled reference in 14: 51f, where we have the elusive 
figure of “a certain.young man” who had followed 
Jesus to Gethsemane and who fied, leaving his loose 
nightrobe, when the officers arrested the Master. This 
may be John Mark, the son of Mary, in whose house 
the disciples met at a later time (Acts 12:12). If 
so, it was at his mother’s house that Jesus partook 
But Papias says that 
Mark was not a personal follower of Jesus. 


Glimpses of Mark.—However, we do get a good 
many glimpses of John Mark in the Acts and in 
Paul’s Epistles. By means of these we can form 
some idea of the young man who performed such a 
great work in the writing of the Gospel that lies at 
the basis of both Matthew and Luke, according to 
the almost unanimous opinion of modern scholars. 
“There is no critical position more generally recog- 
nized than that St. Mark forms:the groundwork of 
St. Matthew and St. Luke” (Nolloth, “The Rise of 
the Christian Religion,” 1917, p. 12). For every rea- 
son, therefore, modern Christians are interested in 
Mark. It is not the purpose of this article. to discuss 
the sources of Mark’s information, though Papias is 
almost certainly correct in his statement, on the au- 
thority of the Elder (the Presbyter John, probably 
the same as the Apostle John), that Mark was the 
disciple and interpreter of Simon Peter and wrote 
down Peter’s discourses about our Lord. Luke tells 
us (1: 1-4) that he made use of both oral and written 
sources (first-hand sources, eye-witnesses—autoptai— 
and accurate). There is no reason to think that 
Mark confined himself to what Peter said, when he 
had access to other disciples also who flocked to his 
mother’s house in Jerusalem (Acts 12:12). But in 
this- article we are the rather concerned with Mark 
himself and some of the things that went into the 
making of this useful servant of Christ. 


Not a‘ Man: of: the: Highest Gifts—There are un- 
doubted advantages in being a man of supreme genius 
like Paul or John the Evangelist. _But these men. are 
few and the great majority must take a lower place. 
All the evidence goes to show that: Mark was a 
young man of good, but not unusual, native gifts. 
Most of the work of the world is done by men of 
just this type. The love of work is after all a form 
of genius, better than mere brilliance of intellect. 
At first Mark did not seem to have this application to 
hard tasks. He did not quickly find himself and he 
seemed fickle. ete 


Are We Learning by Our Mistakes? 


On Making Mistakes——He was the kind of man to 
be the victim of moods and of whims, and so to make 
mistakes. Now mistakes are not a desirable asset 
in any man’s character, though no one of us is wholly 
free from them. It is human to err and we stumble 
in spite of all that we can do. Least of all is the 
habit of making mistakes to be cultivated. Some 
mistakes are more or less venial, but others are 
fatal. At Shepherdsville, Ky., last December, the 
conductor of a local train that was taking the siding 
failed to send back the flagman, though his train 
was behind time. The engineer on the Louisville 
and Nashville “Cannonball” for New Orleans failed 
to stop as the signal called for him to do and took 
the chance of going by. He ran his train into the 
local and killed forty-eight helpless men, women, and 
children in a minute of time. Some mistakes can 
be overcome. Some of us learn by our mistakes and 
make them stepping-stones to God. John Mark hada 
great experience that affected his whole career. 


Mark’s Good Start.—His youthful environment was 
good, for at his mother’s home he met constantly the 
leading spirits of early Christianity. Here were to 
be seen frequently the twelve apostles, James the 
brother of Jesus, Barnabas the cousin of Mark, Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and the other women, Philip the 
deacon-evangelist, and many others whose names we 
do not know. It is a great education for young peo- 
ple to live in a home where the great and good of 
earth meet. Mark’s mother was clearly a woman of 
parts, and left her impress upon her boy, who was 
to bring her undying fame. At first Mark was the 


Te whole Sunday-school world is now inter- 
e 


son of Mary, but by and by Mary was known as the 
mother of John Mark. This was as she would have 
wished it to be, as any mother wishes it to be who 
finds her jewels in her children. 

Mark was fortunate also in the love and friendship 
of Barnabas, who was always on the lookout for 
Paul was one of 


young men whom he could help. 





Who would ever think that Paul, who wrote the 
Love Chapter of the Bible, could give way to an 
- losion,” not to speak of a “ paroxysm”? 

was it really “giving way”? Was it rather justi- 
fiable indignation that Paul showed over Mark’s 
becoming a “slacker” in the early Christian war- 
fare? Do your sympathy and judgment lose step, 
as Dr. Robertson suggests, while he gives this 
charming and comforting character-study from the 

times of the apostles ? 








those whom Barnabas befriended at Jerusalem when 
all the disciples looked askance at this new sheep 
in the flock which had so lately ravened as a wolf. 
They fancied that they could still see the wolf’s ears 
beneath the sheep’s clothing (Acts 9:26f). So 
Barnabas took along John Mark to Antioch when he 
and Saul returned thither from Jerusalem (Acts 12: 
25). Mark may not have taken the enterprise very 
seriously. At any rate the Holy Spirit called upon 
Barnabas and Saul to go upon the first great cam- 
paign to win the Gentiles to Christ (Acts 13: 1-3). 
The Greek church at Antioch rose to the occasion 
and gave their blessing to the movement. 

It was for this hour that Saul had longed and 
looked, since Christ set him apart to go “far hence 
to the Gentiles,” though he had by no means been 
idle during the intervening years. But even so the 
company went out with Barnabas still the leader, as 
he had brought Saul from Tarsus to Antioch (Acts 
11:25). But John Mark seems to have been taken 
along in some sort of subordinate position that is not 
made clear by the reference in Acts 13:5: “And 
they had also John as.their attendant” (huperetes). 
The word means “under-rower” on a ship, down be- 
low the ranks of upper-rowers. It was sometimes 
employed for the synagogue minister or attendant, as 
in Luke 4:20. It is not necessary to know precisely 
what Mark was expected to do. He may have been 
advance agent to arrange about the hotels, meeting 
places, means of travel, etc, He may have done the 
baptizing and helped talk to the inquirers (the cate- 
chumens). Clearly his work was subordinate to that 
of Barnabas and Saul. But many another young man 
has had his opportunity by beginning in a humble way. 
Men prove themselves worthy of bigger things by 
doing well the smaller task in hand. 


Were Mosquito Bites the Cause? 


Mark’s Failure in a Crisis—It seems clear that 
Mark had no idea of the real greatness of Paul. at 
this juncture. To his thinking, Barnabas was the 
greater man, and he may have resented the sudden 
leadership of Paul at Paphos. It was now “Paul and 
his company” (Acts 13:13) that set sail from Paphos 
and tkat came to Perga in Pamphylia. It was at 
Perga that matters came to a crisis with Mark. He 
may have been a bit irritated at his subordinate place, 
and all the more now that Paul had displaced Barna- 
bas as the head of the party, It seems clear that 
something happened at Perga that Luke has not re- 
corded. Ramsay thinks that Paul had an attack of 
malaria at this coast town. Mark may also have been 
the victim of the mosquito. Depression seized Mark, 
who may not have cared to face the perils of rivers 
and perils of robbers that lay ahead of the party on 
the high tablelands of Pisidia and Lycaonia (the 
southern part of the province of Galatia). Paul 
seemed bent on pushing on in this campaign, and 
Barnabas stood by him. Mark had apparently had 
no specific call from the Holy Spirit for this enter- 
prise, and so felt less responsibility in the matter, 
though he had joined hands with the company. 

At any rate, at Perga, “John departed from them 
and returned to Jerusalem” (Acts 13:13). In this 
incidental way Luke notes the defection of Mark. 
He did not go to Antioch, where it would be embar- 
rassing to make explanations, but to his home in 
Jerusalem. Probably Mark felt that the reasons for 
his course were excellent and fully justified his con- 
duct, It is not difficult to find reasons in plenty for 
not doing a hard and ‘disagreeable task. Paul and 
Barnabas. faced the dangers ahead and. pressed on, 
and, “passing through from Perga, came to Antioch 
of Pisidia” (Acts 13:14), and made this journey one 
of the epochal events in history, for it led to the 
evangelization of the Greco-Roman world and the 
liberation of Christianity, after a struggle, from the 
fetters that the Judaizers tried to impose upon it 
(Acts 11: 1-18; 15: 1-35). One of the tests of a man’s 
fiber is to. know when a crisis has come. Mark took 
his defection rather lightly, but Paul took it much 
to ‘heart. 


Paul’s Indignation at Mark’s Conduct—The ex- 





plosion came about in a rather incidental way after 
the return of Paul and Barnabas and after their vic- 
tory over the Judaizers at the Jerusalem conference. 
The Judaizers were alarmed at the .rapid spread of 
Christianity among the Gentiles as a result of this 
tour and challenged the validity of the work of Paul 
and Barnabas, demanding that these Gentile Chris- 
tians become Jews (Acts 15:1f). Thus one of the 
greatest issues in the history of Christianity was 
sprung, To yield was to make Christianity a sect of 
current Pharisaic Judaism. It was the real spiritual 
Israel, and Paul and Barnabas were not going to 
allow such a calamity to befall the Gentile churches 
as these Pharisaic Christians from Jerusalem 
planned. Peter, James, and John (Gal, 2: 1-10) stood 
by Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 15: 4-29) so that, Paul 
and Barnabas returned to Antioch in triumph (Acts 
15: 30-35). Nothing is said of Mark, but it is quite 
possible that he at this juncture was indifferent to 
Paul’s contention. Indeed, later Peter came to Anti- 
och and followed Paul and Barnabas in practising 
social equality with the Greek Christians, and then 
drew back (Gal. 2:11f), because some Judaizers 
from Jerusalem threatened more trouble to Peter 
(cf. Acts 11: 1-18), claiming that James was against 
the present attitude of Peter on this phase of the 
question. Peter’s defection induced “even Barnabas” 
to desert Paul in this “dissimulation” (hypocrisy). 

It is possible that Mark’s coolness towards Paul 
may have caused Barnabas to weaken for the mo- 
ment and to leave Paul in the lurch. At any rate 
Paul rebuked Peter and Barnabas and won them 
back to his side. The time came when Paul proposed 
to Barnabas that they “return now and visit the 
brethren in every city wherein we proclaimed the 
word of the Lord, and see how they fare” (Acts 
15:36). Barnabas was more than willing, but sug- 
gested that they take along with them John Mark. 
Instantly the long smouldering indignation of Paul 
burst forth, “But Paul thought not good to take 
with them him who withdrew trom them from Pam- 
phylia, and went not with them to the work” '(Acts 
15:38). Paul’s word for “withdrew” (apostanta) 
is literally “apostatized.” And, then, he did riot Stick 
to the work. He flickered in a crisis. Paul had. no 
intention: of taking Mark back again over. the same 
ground. The mosquitoes were still at Perga. Luke 
uses the imperfect tense (exiou)-of Paul’s stubborn 
resistance to the plan of Barnabas. We are not told 
more of the conversation, but Luke adds that “there 
arose a sharp contention”; paroxusmos is the word 
(our “paroxysm”), Probably sharp things were 
said, so sharp that “they parted asunder one from the 
other.” Paul cared too much for the work to risk a 
young man who would not stand true when the pinch 
came, He wished no deserters and no “slackers” 
with him, 


Turning the Failure Into Glorious Gain 


Mark’s Second Chance with Barnabas.—Barnabas 
practised the Gospel of the second chance, and was 
determined that his cousin, John Mark, should have 
another opportunity to show what he could do. One 
is bound to admit that sympathy goes with Barnabas 
in this position, however much judgment, may be with 
Paul. . Barnabas took Mark with him to Cyprus, his 
old home and possibly the original home of Mark’s 
family. Paul went his way with Silas back to the 
scene of the first tour in Lycaonia and Pisidia. Paul 
and Barnabas agreed to disagree. Luke follows the 
fortunes of Paul, so that we know nothing more of 
Barnabas and Mark. We may be sure that Barnabas 
would demand that Mark be true this time. It is - 
possible that this sharp rebuff by Paul did much to 
awaken Mark to a proper realization of his respon- 
sibility. Once more we may note how fortunate 
Mark was in having a friend like Barnabas, with the 
patience and the love to help him through his time of 
probation, Some of the early writers say that Mark 
went on to Egypt finally and did a great work there, 
but of this we know nothing definite. We do know 
how wise and géntle was Barnabas, the son of con- 
solation. 


Making Good with Simon Peter.—Peter himself 
bears witness to this fact in his first Epistle (1 Pet. 
5:13) when he speaks of “Mark my son” as with 
him “in Babylon” (probably Rome). The early 
writers testify that Mark was with Peter in Rome, 
that he was Peter’s interpreter or dragoman, trans- 
lating his Aramaic-discourses into the current Greek. 
It is the common tradition that Mark wrote his Gos- 
pel with the discourses of Peter as the main source. 
Some say that he wrote at Peter’s dictation, others 
with his approval, others after his death. But the 

(Continued on page 266) 
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The symbol was vivid, open to the eye, living 
in the mind, and searching the heart. It re- 
vealed the condition and position of the Jews. De- 
cayed at heart, putting forth out of that decay a 
premature external vigor, like the blossoming forth 
of the great Gothic cathedrals when Romanism was 
inwardly dying, Israel exhibited itself as displeasing 
to God and ready to die. The symbol spoke then and 
speaks still of the everlasting disfavor of God 
toward mere externalism. It proclaims to-day God’s 
wrath against the false, the hypocritical, the religion 
that is all form and without life and godliness. 
When men had lost the true Christ and Rome led 
them deeper and deeper into ceremonialism, then her 
great painters presented Christ in all the glory of 
vivid portraiture, as men never did before or have 
since. They placed him on canvas, but denied him 
a place in their hearts. When Protestantism decayed 
in Europe, men’s mastery of the forces of nature, 
gained through the enlightening of God’s Word, 
ore them wealth and power such as the world never 
new, and greed grew stronger and pride exalted 
itself, and God was forgotten or defied. Then the 
withering came in the greatest war of history. 

Israel simply repeated the act of the first man and 
woman, and sought to hide her moral nakedness by a 
covering of fig leaves. Great had been her privi- 
leges. She was set in “the garden of the Lord,” and 
hedged about with divine love and care. Moses de- 
scribed the privileges of the Israelites as surpassing 
those of all other nations. 

What more could God have done for Israel? Yet 
when the Lord, viewing them “from afar,” came 
down to earth to gather fruit from the Jews, we are 
told, “He came unto his own possessions, and his 
own people received him not.” They had no heart for 
him. They were busy keeping his law, observing his 
Sabbaths, maintaining his system of sacrifices, so 
busy that they had no eyes for the Lawgiver and could 
not recognize the sacrifice he made for them. 

So he cursed them. What else could he do with 
them? They yielded no fruit for him. They were 
inwardly corrupt and.on the way to death. They 
would not let him remove their sin. So it wrought 
its natural result. “Sin bringeth forth death.” 
Israel as a nation perished. When they needed help 
they could not reach God. He had said in Isaiah, 
“When ye make many prayers, I will not hear.” 
They themselves recorded later in the Talmud this 
awful word, “The prayer gates of Israel are shut, and 
an iron wall separates between Israel and their 
Father who is in heaven.” 


Withered Only ‘For the Age”’ 


The Romans came and shut the city in. The unity 
of the Jews departed and all their strength. Faction 
after faction fought each other within the walls. 
They threw one another alive over the walls to the 
Romans. Jews were crucified until there was no 
longer room to set up the crosses. The city was 
taken, the temple was burned, 1,100,000 of the people 
perished, 100,000 were sold as slaves, while many of 
the noblest youths were led away to Rome to adorn 
the triumph of Titus. It was an awful withering of 
Jewish life and joy and hope. They had Icoked for 
the Messiah. He came, was rejected, and rejected 
them. The nation of Israel was dead. 

Jesus said to the fig tree, “Let no one any longer 
eat fruit of thee for the age.” It meant forever for 
the tree, for it would never be revived. But for the 
Jews there was no utter destruction. They lived on 
under the sufferance of God for four things: as a 
warning against hypocrisy ; as a field from which 
God would secure “the election of grace” during the 
Church age; to become an instrument of punishment 
to guilty, persecuting Christendom when Jewish 
emancipation should come; and to preserve a seed 
for the revival of the nation for its future of glory. 
The curse to Israel was only for the age. 

“Where the word of a king is, there is power.” 
The - King spoke, and spiritual life faded from 
Israel. True, there has been vigor, the vigor of 
fallen nature. How busy the Jews have been, living 
the life of the world, maintaining their religion 
through the centuries, a mere form without heart 
and without life. Some twenty years ago a writer in 
The Jewish Chronicle said, “Judaism is a candle 
flickering its last.” Its tiny rushlight has only served 
to.reveal the darkness and hopelessness of the Jewish 
people. In Isaiah 50:10, Jehovah describes before- 
hand Talmudical and Reform Judaism: “Behold, all 
ye that kindle a fire, that compass yourselves about 
with sparks; walk in the light of your fire, and in 
the sparks that ye have kindled.” Then he tells the 


Um: a fig tree, our Lord once acted a parable. 


Scriptures, 
izes Israel under the Law; the Fig Tree, Israel 
under the present Dispersion; and the Olive, Israel 
under the final Restoration. Have you ever won- 
dered about the meaning of Jesus’ curse upon the 
fig tree? Then you will welcome this strikingly 
revealing interpretation by Mr. Chalmers. 








result, “This shall ye have of my hand; ye shall lie 
down in sorrow.” “Your fire!” Ye shall die “in 
sorrow.” How the Jew fears death! On leaving the 
temple for the last time, our Lord said to the Jews, 
“Behold, it is left to you, the house, yours!” As if 
he had said, “The house was mine. ow I leave it 
to you. See what you will do with it.” It soon be- 
came desolate. Without God it sank into dust, the 
ewish religion was quenched to but a spark, and the 
ews have walked ever since in death. 

Without spiritual insight the Jews lost the true 
understanding of the Old Testament. The energies 
of generations of Jewish scholars were absorbed in 
the deadening oral law. This was committed to 
writing in the Mishna, which with the later Gemara, 
a hodge-podge commentary, formed the huge bulk 
of the Talmud. This Talmud, called by some a 
“continent of mud,” is held by Jews to contain won- 
derful pearls of truth. God’s Word sank so low in 
the eyes of the rabbis that they could say, “The 
Scriptures are water, the Mishna wine, the Gemara 
spiced wine.” There may be pearls of wisdom in the 
Talmud, but all of them together may not be com- 
pared with a single one of the great words of Scrip- 
ture, words which . 

“On the glittering forefinger of all time 
Sparkle forever” 


and give true light to the soul. Sixty generations of 
Jews have “nourished a blind life within the brain” 
from the dry husks of the Talmud. They have been 
led far from the true meaning of the Word, as the 
present-day orthodox view of the Messiah shows. 
According to Dr. Moses Gaster, late Chief Rabbi of 
Great Britain, “The Messiah is not expected to per- 
form any miracles, or to be miraculous’ in his birth 
in the slightest degree. He will go through no form 
of atonement, no suffering for Israel, no resurrec- 
tion. He is in no way connected with the resurrec- 
tion of the dead, or with the last judgment, nor is 
he expected to stand at the end of this terrestrial 
age to inaugurate the happiness of the age to come, 

e is in fact merely a warrior or powerful king, 
who will die a natural death though his life may be 
prolonged, and who will be succeeded in the throne 
by his sons.” All this reveals how readily the Jews, 
returned in unbelief to Palestine, will receive the 
false Messiah, the Antichrist. 


That Last Name on the Roll! 


Who will ever tell the loss to the Church and the 
world from Jewish unbelief through an entire age? 
What wealth of life was lost to God in common men 
and women? What genius swept like erratic stars 
into the outer darkness which might have flamed for 
the good of men! One thinks of brilliancies like Bar 
Kochba, Akiva, Jehuda the Prince, Saadia, Maimon- 
ides, Nachman, Jehuda Halevi, Spinoza, and countless 
others; men who shone like stars in the dark night 
of Judaism, as Jews imagine, but whose light was 
only a will-o’-the-wisp to poor Israel. 

A European writer says, “In unbelief, as in belief, 
the Jews are the leaders of mankind.” Call the roll 
of Jewish unbelief, of men who have led the world 
in infidelity and revolutionary socialism,—Bebel, 
Marx, Lassalle, Liebknecht, Bakunin, Trotsky! 

How many Christian leaders are aware that the 
Jews by their unbelief have been providential in- 
struments to punish the Gentile nations for their ill- 
treatment of God’s people? A great prophecy in 
Micah reads, “The remnant of Jacob shall be among 
the Gentiles in the midst of many people as a lion 
among the beasts of the forest, as a young lion among 
the flocks of sheep; who, if he go through, both 
treadeth down, and teareth in pieces, and none can 
deliver. Thine hand shall be lifted up upon thine 
adversaries, and all thine enemies shall be cut off.” 
Jeremiah 46:28 has this prophecy, “I will make a 
full end of all the nations whither I have driven 
thee,” which means a full end of the governments 
rather than of the peoples, for these will abide for 
blessing through converted Israel. The time of this 
tearing in pieces by the lion of Jacob must precede 


the gferious appearing of Christ, for after that 
Israel becomes a blessing. 

How does the “remnant of Jacob” become an in- 
strument to afflict the nations? Thoughtful men 
have long perceived the baleful influence wielded by 
Jews in the midst of Christendom. Medieval Jewish 
philosophers denied the miraculous element of the 
Scriptures. Their system of unbelief culminated in 
Maimonides, the greatest Jewish philosopher of the 
Christian centuries. From Maimonides, Baruch 
Spinoza drew his philosophical system, and passed 
on into the realm of Christian scholarship the ra- 
tionalism and higher criticism of the medizval Jews. 
The pantheism of Spinoza became the parent of the 
philosophy of Hegel, “which furnishes the postulates 
upon which the destructive critics go to work.” 
Thus, as W. Lee says in his book, “ 
of the Scriptures,” “To Spinoza may be ultimately 
traced the source of every hue and shade of modern 
scepticism on the inspiration of the Scriptures.” 

From this spiritual decay of Israel a poison has 
gone forth among the nations. The corruption of 
Christendom, the spiritual bankruptcy of modern 
education, and the pantheistic views pervading so 
many higher institutions of learning, have sprung 
ultimately from Jewish infidelity. 

This loosening of the moral and spiritual bonds of 
modern society has wrought with the spread of dem- 
ocratic ideas to prepare the way for the socialistic 
and veveneneny opinions which are everywhere 
overturning the bases of government. The. leaders 
in all these movements, as ‘Russian nihilism, inter- 
national socialism and the revolutionary efforts of 
later Russian history, have been largely atheistic 
Jews, men dissatisfied with alllaw and order, unrest- 
ing spirits, who hate Christ and God and who give 
no rest.to the nations among whom they dweil. 
Back of the mighty war, back of the unholy greed 
and ambition of the nations, hover the dark spirits 


of Jewish infidelity and atheism, preparing by the: 


just judgment of God a scourge for the final ruin of 


the Gentiles out of the. very people whom the Gen-. 
tiles have persecuted. .: The .withering>»of thé fig tree « 


was one of the most portentous events in history. 


The Worst Yet to Come 


But the end is not yet. It is to be more terrible for 
Israel than earthly eyes can foresee: The unclean 
spirit is to re-enter that nation after their return to 
their own land. Seven other spirits more wicked 
than himself shall “enter in and dwell there; and the 
last state of that man is worse than the first. Even 
so shall it be also unto this wicked generation.” The 
world is yet to see the Jews accept the Antichrist as 
their Messiah. After favoring them he will turn 
against them, Then Israel in the land will pass 
through “the great tribulation,” the fiery furnace in 
Jerusalem spoken of in Ezekiel 22: 17-22; Zechariah 
13:8, 9. Out of this trial will come deliverance and 
conversion to Christ. 

Our Lord spoke again of the fig tree, in Luke 21: 
29, 30: “Behold, the fig tree, and all the trees; when 
they now shoot forth, ye see and know of your own 
selves that summer is now nigh at hand.” 

The fig tree is budding again. Like the other 
trees, it is putting forth the leaves of new national- 
ism and of great professions. All this is in God’s 
plan preparatory to their national conversion. The 
Jews go back to Palestine now in unbelief, to work 
on the plane of the natural their own purposes, build- 
ing a nation by their wealth and wisdom, apart from 
God. Hence the need of the furnace to melt out of 
them their pride and self-will. But the great prom- 
ises of those true Zionists, the Old Testament 
prophets, will be fulfilled. The Almighty has 
pledged his word that he will restore the Jews to 
their own land and make them a blessing to all the 
earth. He said to David, 2 Samuel 7:10: “I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel, and will plant 
them, that they may dwell in a place of their own, 
and move no more.” How beautiful after two mil- 
lenniums of wandering homelessness! 

The withering then will be passed. Israel shall be 
a new nation in their own land, a blessing to all the 
earth. And Jehovah “will rest in his love; he will 
joy over thee with singing.” 

New York Ciry. 


Would you like to know what both Jews and Chris- 
tians are doing toward making the Fig Tree bud, as 
told by a Zionist leader? You may, by reading “Why 
the Jews Now Need Their Own Land,” by Elisha M. 
Friedman, to be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 20 cents @ dozen, $1.50 a hundred copies, 
or.2 cents each. 
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Mark II : 1-33 








US EXERCISING KINGLY AUTHORITY 


é Golden Text.—All authority hath been given unto me in heaven and on earth.—Matthew 28 : 18 





The Lesson Pilot ; 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
Getting Started in Class 
CHRISTIAN man in India asked a Hindu 
priest how long the Hindu worship had been 
going on, and was told four thousand years. 
When the priest was asked how much longer he be- 
lieved it was going to continue, he made an unex- 
pected reply, and gave an unexpected reason for his 
reply. Tell the incident in class, as given in the 
Illustration Round Table (3). 

The Hindu priest was right. That vast and long- 
continued false worship is going to be ended, and 
suddenly, at the real “triumphal entry” of the King 
upon his return to his own royal city Jerusalem. 


Our Background Material 


Nature study is a popular thing to-day, and rightly 
so. Give the class a bit of Biblical nature study, by 
asking them to see what the Bible has to say about the 
vine, the fig tree, and the olive tree, as representing 
the Jews in the pm, the present, and the future. Base 
this background study upon the note (in bold face 
type) given at the head of the article on page 260, 
“What Did the Withered Fig Tree Mean?” by 
Thomas M. Chalmers. The appropriate Scripture 
passages can readily be located by a Concordance, 
and handed in advance to members of the class, 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Had Jesus arranged in advance for that colt? Or 
did. he,: with supernatural knowledge, simply know 
that it was to be there? Certainly an apparently 
trifling detail of this sort was not beneath the careful 
attention of the Son of God; interesting suggestions 
about the colt and its owners are given by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas (I, 2). It was an exact fulfilment of 
a prophecy made five hundred years before (Zech. 
99); as Dr. Scofield’ shows in “The Prophecy in 
This Lesson.” Make it plain to the class that if 
physical details of this sort were fulfilled literally 
at the first coming of Christ, by consistent Bible in- 
terpretation physical details prophesied concerning 
our Lord’s second coming will be fulfilled with the 
same literalness and exactness. 

What was the probable heart-attitude of this en- 
thusiastic, Christ-acclaiming multitude,’ to Jesus? 
Let the class discuss this. as not the trouble the 
fact that this multitude, without any genuine re- 
pentance for sin, and therefore without the right atti- 
tude’ toward God of faith and obedience, simply 
looked for a king who should give them all they 
wanted regardless of their relation to God? They 
used religious phrases (vs. 9, 10) ; dcubtless some of 
them were true believers; but many of these same 
persOns may have been, five days later, shouting 
“Crucify him!” When Jesus comes again the Jews 
will receive him in a very different spirit,—humbled 
and repentant. 

For many reasons, this was not “the triumphal 
entry” of Jesus the King of the Jews into his capital 
city. It was the fulfilment of prophecy that the 
king should come “lowly, and riding upon an ass, 
and upon a colt the foal of an ass,’—no way for a 
king to come into his kingdom. It was his coming, 
not in glory and triumph, but in humiliation. The 
true triumphal entry will be when Christ comes in 
glory, as prophesied in both Old Testament and New. 
Those who have The Sunday School Times of April 
14, 1917, will do well to read again Dr. Scofield’s 
article: “When the King Comes Again to Jerusalem.” 

There are six different incidents in this lesson; 
choose which of these, one or more, to devote chief 
attention to in the class. 

1. The entry into Jerusalem (discussed above). 

2. Our Lord’s study of city and temple, and his 
veturn to Bethany (vs. 11, 19). 

For many centuries Jerusalem had been the capital 
city of God’s Chosen People. Jesus was their 
prophesied king; some day he was going to make this 
city the seat of his kingdom and the capital city of 
the whole world. But it must reject and crucify him 
first. All this he well knew. Read his heart-cry in 
Matthew 23:37; Luke 19: 41-44. 

The importance of the death of Christ is indicated 
by the fact that nearly one-third of Mark’s Gospel 
is occupied with the last week of his earthly ministry, 
as Dr. Griffith Thomas (1) shows. 

3. Cursing of the barren fig tree. 

Read carefully Mr. Chalmers’ remarkable article 
on page 260 in this issue, showing the meaning of 


Devotional : Rev. 5: 9-14; 7: 9-12. 
Additional FY aren ae ache. os : 12-27; Luke 19 : 45 to 


20: 8; com John 2 : 13-17; John 12; 12-15. 


‘opic: Jes City. 
sson Material: Mark 11 : 1-10. 
Memory Verse: Hosanna: Blessed is he that cometh in the 
, Bame of the Lord.—Mark 11 : g. 
Junior Topic; The Triumphal Entry. 
Lesson Material: Same as Primary. 
Memory Verse; Same as Primary. 


Intermediate Topic: Jesus and the T: mple 
‘Additional Material "Luke 2: $o-5 ; John 2213-17. 
i Adult Topic: Christ the Lord of Our Lives. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 11 : 15-18, 27-33] 


1s And they come to Jerusalem: and he entered into the 
temple, and began to cast out them that sold and them that 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables oi the 
moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold the doves; 
16 and he would not suffer that any man should carry a 
vessel through the temple. 17 And he taught, and said 
unto them, Is it not written, 1? My house shall be cailed a 
house of prayer for all the nations? * but ye have made it a 
den of robbers. 18 And the chief priests and the scribes 
heard it, and sought how they might destroy him: for they 
feared him, for all the multitude was astonished at his 
teaching. ... 

27 And they come again to Jerusalem: and as he was 
walking in the temple, there come to him the chief priests, 
and the scribes, and the elders; 28 and they said unto him. 
By what authority doest thou these things? or who gave 
thee this authority to do these things? 29 And Jesus said 
unto them, I will ask of you one * question, and answer me, 
and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 
go The baptism of John, was it from heaven, or from men? 
answer me. gr And they reasoned with themselves, saying, 
If we shall say, From heaven; he will say, Why then did ye 
not believe him? 32 * But should we say, From men—they 
feared the people: § for all verily held John to be a prophet. 
33 And they answered Jesus and say, We know not. And 
Jesus saith unto them, Neither tell I you by what authority 
I do these things. 


1Is. lvi.7. Jer. vii.rr. ®Gr. word. ‘Or, ‘But shall 
we say, From men? Or, for all held John to be a 
prophet indeed ; 
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this—to some—mysterious incident, an acted par- 
able. This is touched upon also by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (I, 2). A striking application from the 
barren fig tree to present-day professing Christians 
not bearing fruit is given in the Round Table (1). 


4. Casting the traders out of the temple. 

A helpful study of Jesus and the temple, well 
worked out for any class, is given by Mrs. Askew in 
her lesson article this week. A vivid picture of the 
condition of things in the temple at that time is 
given by Mr. Rogers (1). And an illuminating study 
of the temple as the central place during our Lord’s 
éarthly life, with various meanings in its different 
telationships to Him, is given by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas (III, 5). 

As for the sin of avarice onane Christian people 
to-day, a good point is made in the Illustration Round 
Table (2)'; and the Lesson Cartoon, on page 263, 
drives home the terrible truth in an unforgettable way. 


5. A lesson in faith, from the fig tree incident. 

Instead of explaining the symbolism of the fig 
tree, Jesus teaches his disciples again about the 
power, the actual omnipotence, of faith. This teach- 
ing must be taken in connection with the other teach- 
ings of the Word of God as to prayer and faith. 
Faith is not a mere fetish. Getting things done by 
faith requires abiding in Christ, asking in accord- 
ance with God’s will, and in the name of Jesus. 

An interesting interpretation of “this mountain” is 
given by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 4). 

The word about forgiving if we would be forgiven 
is not an interruption in the teaching (v. 25), but 
plainly is mentioned here as a condition of answered 
prayer: a clearing of the way of real faith in God. 

6. Jesus’ authority challenged by Jewish leaders, 
and his reply, . 

Perhaps the chief priests and scribes were finan- 
cially losers through Jesus’ ending of the temple 
trade. When they heard of it they “sought how they 
might destroy him” (v. 18). Certainly he was 
threatening to destroy their position of authority. 

The lesson of this encounter between unbelieving 
Jews and Jesus seems to be this: if they did not be- 
lieve in him, he could not answer their questions. 
John’s baptism (v. 30) was from heaven, and was 
for the purpose of making ready the way for the 
coming King and Messiah. Those who humbly and 
penitently accepted this could learn from that Mes- 
siah when he came, and they did. Thosé who did 
not acknowledge John’s baptism as from heaven set 





up an impassable barrier between that Messiah and 
themselves: he could not reveal things to them. 

The only terms upon which Jesus can answer our 
og gag to-day are that we first believe unreservedly 
in him, 


Teaching Points 


_ That this was not really a royal entry in triumph 
is legitimately suggested by the words put into the 
mouth of a woman in the famous story “Ben Hur,” 
twitting a disappointed Jewish youth: “I saw your 
dreaming Czsar make his entry into Jerusalem . .; . 
I looked for a figure with a promise of royalty—a 
horseman in purple. . .. Instead of a Czsar helmed 
and sworded—ha, ha, ha!—I saw a man riding an ass’ 
colt, and in tears!” 


“He hungered” (v. 12). Jesus, the Messiah of the 
Jews, was indeed hungering for the Jews, his own 
people, and for what they could give him. He longed 
to feed upon the recognition and love and fellowship 
of his own people, Israel the fig tree. He had every 
right to look to them for the fruit that would have 
satisfied his heart-hunger. But Israel was not bear- 
ing that fruit. So it was bound to be cursed, because 
of its own action and sin, and to continue nationally 
in barrenness till its King and Messiah should come 
again. The next time he comes Israel will satisfy 
Jesus’ hunger. i 

“For ever” (v. 14) does not mean everlastingly, nor 
“unto the ages of the ages,” but simply “age-long,” 
or. during this present age which the first coming of 
Christ introduced. The barrenness of Israel will be 
ended when this age is ended by Christ’s coming. 

God always looks for fruit, and the end of fruit- 
lessness is judgment (Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 3). 

Notice that the Greek for “receive” (v. 24) is “re- 
ceived.” Whatever you ask for in faith in accord- 
ance with the conditions of answered prayer you 
received even as you asked: the granting of that re- 
quest is now in ‘the past for you, not in the future, 
even though the full appearance of the answer may 
not come until the future. 

Self-interest checked the Jews’ answer to Jesus 
(vs. 31, 32). Therefore that same _ self-interest 
blocked Jesus’ answer to the Jews. We must let him 
put our self out of the way if we want all he has, 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Why does the Holy Spirit describe the incident of 
the colt in such detail, giving seven verses to it? 

What promise did the two disciples make to the 
owner of the colt? (v. 3, Revision and margin.) 

What is meant by “cometh in the name of the 
Lord”? (v. 9.) 

Is there any spirit of commercialism and actual 
money-gain to individuals in church activities to-day? 

How do we know that Jesus did not utter the 
curse upon the barren fig tree because of a sense of 


‘personal irritation at not finding figs there? 


Why was Jesus’ action in casting the traders out of 
the temple not resisted by any one? 

Why is it specially mentioned that “every evening 
he went forth out of the city”? (May this have been 
because he was more in danger of arrest there at 
night time, and did not wish to expose himself to 
this before his time was fully come?) 

Is it difficult to have faith? © 

Under what circumstances is it legitimate for men 
to question God? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Silences His Adversaries (Mark 12; 1-44). 


Think of having a long, quiet talk with God! The 
privilege is ours, Almost the entire chapter now 
before us consists of the words of God the Son, 
poured out from the heart of God, in the last hours 
of his earthly life. Let us study them with the heart- 
attention that we would give God if we sat listening 
to him in his visible presence. 


In the opening parable, what shows that there is no 
salvation for those who reject Christ? 


Find another Bible passage in which Christ is 
called a stone. 


How did they think Jesus would be trapped by their 
questions? (v. 15.) 

What truth was Jesus teaching in verse 27? 

When is a mite a great gift? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—Immediately after the incidents re- 
corded in the last lesson, Christ approached Jeru- 
salem from Bethany, and at this point the events of 
the last week of his ministry began to be recorded. 
It is striking that nearly one-third of the Gospel is 
occupied with these days, thereby ~ wry, the 
greene and importance of the death of Christ. 

rom Jericho to Jerusalem was about seventeen miles, 
Christ probably spent the Sabbath in quiet in the 
home of Martha and Mary at Bethany, and at the 
close of the Sabbath supper was made for him, and 
Mary anointed his feet (John 12:1-3). (1) 

Date.—April, A. D. 30, 

Mark’s Gospel.—The opening sections of the last 
week (11:1 to the end). 

Books on the Lesson.—Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25 
net), pp. 211-215; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Company; 
paper, 10 cents; cloth, 25 cents), sections 114-118; 
Croscup, “Historical Ch 
of Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), sections 
131-135; Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School 
Times, 75 cents) chapters 5 and 6 and Index for 
Bethphage, Bethany, and Mount of Olives. 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 


The kingly authority exercised by the Lord Jesus 
(title of lesson) links together all the sections, 

Kingly Authority Claimed (vs. 1-11). On the 
morning of what we call Palm Sunday Christ left 
Bethany and sent two of his disciples to the village 
opposite for a colt, with its mother (Matt. 21:2). 
If any objected, they were told what to say. Christ 
thereby showed his foreknowledge and at the same 
time revealed his poverty, being dependent on the 
kindness of friends. Mark adds an interesting point, 
that the men were to say that Christ would return 
the colt immediately when he had done with him 
(v. 3). Everything was found as Christ had fore- 
told, and as the owners were satisfied, it is likely 
they were disciples of our Lord, The colt had never 
been broken in (Luke 19:30). Only such could be 
used in God's service (Num. 19:2). Afterwards our 
Lord’s tomb was.one in which never man before was 
laid (Luke 23:53). It was a wonderful procession, 
like that of David long before (2 Sam. 6:2), but far 
more striking. Christ is never recorded to have 
ridden before, or ‘to have taken such a public stand 
(John 7:10). It was a claim to be the Messiah and 
to fulfil prophecy (Zech. 9:9). Jerusalem was more 
crowded then than at any other time, so that all 
would get to know of him, his claim, and his death. 
Two crowds of people were present, one accompany- 
ing him and the other meeting him (John 11: 12, 13). 
When the two processions met, they all began to re- 
joice and praise God (Luke 19: 37). Notwithstanding 
all this acclamation, Christ stopped and wept as he 
gazed at the city (Luke 19: 41-44). He knew that 
“Hosanna” (“O, save”) would soon be changed to 
“Crucify Him.” As he entered the city, the crowd 
was stirred, wondering who he was (Matt. 21: 10, 
11), and as at the beginning of the Jerusalem minis- 
try, so now Christ goes at.once to the temple (John 
2:13, 14; Mal. 3:1). (2) 

Kingly Authority Revealed (vs. 12-14). That night 
Christ returned to Bethany, and on the following 
morning, crossing back to Jerusalem, he saw a fig 
tree in the distance conspicuous for its leaves. In 
Palestine leaves and fruit come together, and although 
it was about two months before figs would be ripe, 
these leaves gave promise of fruit; but Christ found 
‘nothing but leaves, and so his hunger could not be 
relieved. Then followed the Lord’s only miracle of 
judgment, the condemnation not being because the 
tree had no fruit, but because of its profession of 
fruitfulness. It was symbolical of the Jewish na- 
tion, which made great profession, but had little or no 
fruit (Luke 13:6). Just as he came to the tree, he 
was going to the Jews as their Messiah to look for 
fruit for which he hungered, but he would be dis- 
appointed, and the next step would be destruction 
which, as we know, came accurately to pass. God 
always looks for fruit (Gal. 5:22, 23) and the end 
of fruitlessness is judgment (John 15:6). (3) 

_ Kingly Authority Exercised (vs. 15-18). Going 
into the — Christ found a similar scene to that 
which he had witnessed two years or so before (John 
2:14-16). Worshipers required animals and birds 
for sacrifice and the opportunity for changing money, 
but this natural need had been grossly abused, and so 
Christ cast out the buyers and sellers, overthrowing 
the counters and seats and stopping the people carry- 
ing burdens through the temple. Fie reminded them 
of what God had called it (Isa. 56:7), and added 
that they had made it not only the house of merchan- 
dise as at the first cleansing (John 2:16), but far 
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worse, a cave of robbers (Jer. 7:11). Perhaps the 
word “robbers” referred to the priests for robbing 
God of his due and gaining profit, and also to those 
who sold and exacted high prices. It is remarkable 
that there was no resistance, not even a question. 
Probably the Divine Majesty overawed them, because 
“conscience does makes cowards of us all” (John 
18:6), but the chief priests and scribes became much 
more bitter against him and the people were aston- 
ished at his boldness. 


Kingly Authority Proved (vs. 19-25). Returning 
again to Bethany, the fig tree was seen by the dis- 
ciples, and Peter, recalling what had been said, 
pointed to the withered tree. Christ’s answer was 
very significant, He did not explain his action on 
the fig tree or point the practical lesson to be learned, 
but instead he concentrated attention on his own 
word (v. 24), teaching as that was ‘so peasasty ful- 
filled so the disciples were to have faith in God. 
Thus he emphasizes the source of power and led his 
followers to exercise faith. 5 el 

Then Christ taught them the necessity of faith in 
God as the way to overcome every difficulty. Per- 
haps “this mountain” was an allusion to the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem and the Jewish Church, which the 
faith of the apostles in their message would effect. 
But although faith was so powerful, it was essential 
to associate it with forgiveness as the condition of 
doing impossible things. If only they lived close to 
God, they would be sure of asking according to his 
will, an ene what they desired, but to do this 
they must have love and the absence of all revenge- 
ful spirit (10: 35-37, 41). (4) 

Kingly Authority Maintained (vs. 27-33). When 
Christ returned to Jerusalem, he was met by the 
leaders, who were evidently full of concern at his 
action the day before. They demanded his authority 
for all this, but in turn he questioned the questioners, 
putting before them such a problem that they were 
unable to answer it, and so they kept silence, because 
they were afraid of the people. To get out of the 
difficulty they told a lie, and on this account Christ 
refused to answer their question about himself. 


Il. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matthew 21: 12-27; Luke 19: 45 to 20:8; compare 
John 2: 13-17; John 12: I2-T5. 

1. Matthew 21: 12-27. The parallel passage. All 
differences should be noted. 

2. Luke 19:45 to 20:8. The other parallel pas- 
sage. Special notice should be taken of 19: 48, 
showing the wonderful influence of Christ on the 
people. 

3. John 2:13-17. The first cleansing, marking. the 
beginning of the ministry, just as the present lesson 
marks the close. They were the two public claims of 
Christ as the Messiah, indicating the beginning and 
the end of his ministry, Notice the deterioration of 
the temple in the two years from “house of mer- 
chandise” to “cave of robbers.” 

4. John 12:12-15. John’s account of the entry, 
with special points of his own. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

Intermediate Topic: Jesus and the Temple. (Addi- 
tional. Material: Luke 2: 22-38; John 2: 13-17). The 
temple was the central place during Christ’s life, and 
the various visits with their teaching should be noted: 
(1) As a babe (Luke 2: 22-24), with the thought of 
dedication; (2) at twelve years (Luke 2: 41-50), with 
its thought of instruction; (3) at the commencement 
of his ministry (John 2: 13-17), the first claim; (4) 
at a feast (John ‘ 14), with the thought of restora- 
tion; (5) at the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:14), 
with the thought of revelation; (6) either at the 
Feast of Tabernacles or afterwards (John 8:2), with 
the thought of loving mercy. Thus, the temple was 
very important in Christ’s life, as it had been before 
for ages. To-day the most prominent place in Jeru- 
salem is the Mosque of Omar standing on the old 
temple area, The temple meant for Christ and the 
jews (1) the place of God’s presence;.(2) the reve- 
lation of God’s will; (3) the sphere of God’s wor- 
ship; (4) the opportunity of God’s fellowship; (5) 
the reminder of God’s holiness. (For other sugges- 
tions about the temple, see The Sunday School Times, 
1917, Pp. 553-) (5) 

Senior and Adult Topic: Christ. the Lord of Our 
Lives. (Or Whitsunday Lesson, John 16: 7-14). The 
kingly authority of Christ is a fitting suggestion of 
his Lordship over our lives. We were never in- 
tended to be independent. When a young man is 
said to be “his own master,” we know that this means 
great moral and spiritual peril. “Lord of himself, 
that heritage of woe.” The first sin was due to the 
determination to be independent, and so it always 
has been. But the crown of the Divine purpose is 
“that God may be all in all” (1 Cor. 15:28), and this 
is only possible as Jesus Christ is our Lord and 
Master. For this reason the New Testament makes 
very prominent his Lordship and Kingship and our 
position as servants, slaves, and subjects. He is our 
Lord in three special ways: (1) as Saviour, for he 
does not save until we surrender and give up our 
rebellion; (2) as Sanctifier, for we can only be holy 
as he is our Master and we are obedient; (3) as 
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Satisfier, for it is only as he rules supreme that our 
lives find their perfect content. The word “lord” 
means “loaf-ward” or “bread-keeper” of the house. 
Christ as Lord is the secret of our “bread,” for 
daily living. All his gifts only become ours in so far 
as he is our “Lord.” This is, therefore, the condi- 
tion of Pardon, Peace, Purity, Power, and Progress. 
Only twice in the New Testament do we find the word 
“pre-eminence” (Col. 1:18; 3 john 9), but with a 
sad contrast. Our attitude is “let him take all” (2 
Sam. 19: 30) and therefore we “submit, admit, permit, 
commit,” in order to “transmit” and “crown him 
Lord of all.” 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


This chapter is particularly striking, because of the 
very different attitude assumed b Christ. Instead 
of privacy and reluctance to make himself public, 
this is marked by his claim to authority and power, 
and these are seen in various aspects. 

1. Revelation. What Christ Is. Throughout the 
chapter he is seen in various aspects, each of which 
indicates some authority and calls for special study. 
(1) He is the Seer (v. 2); (2) the Owner (v. 3); 
(3) the King (v. 10); (4) the Prophet (v. 14); (5) 
the Reformer (v. 15); (6) the Teacher (vs, 20-25) ; 
(7) the Lord (vs. 27-33). 

2. Response. What Christ Expects. Associated 
with his authority is the attitude of the soul toward 
him. (1) Trust (vs. 14, 22); (2) obedience; (3) 
praise; (4) prayer; (5) forgiveness, 

3. Realization. What Christ Bestows. The result 
of his kingly authority and Divine Lordship is bless- 
ing in the life of the believer. This is a special ap- 
plication to the alternative lesson for to-day on the 
Holy Spirit (John 16:7-14). In gg 7:39 it is 
taught that the descent of the Holy Spirit was in 
some way associated with the ascension and glorifi- 
cation of Christ, the latter being the cause of the 
former. This has also a spiritual application, for it 
is only as Christ is “glorified” in our hearts that the 
Holy Spirit is given to us. .He must be Lord and 
King on the throne of our hearts in order to bestow 
upon _us the Holy Spirit. Only as he goes “up” does 
the Spirit come “down.” This is only another way 
of emphasizing Christ as “the Lord of our lives,” 
already seen in the Senior and Adult Topic above. 
When Christ is our King, the Holy Spirit becomes 
ours in blessed experience. 


V. Leading Questions 

What were the main differences between this 
entry and the action of Christ before this time? 
How can these be explained? abe ;' te 


What was the purpose of Christ in relation to the ‘ 


fig tree? 


What indications of his humanity and divinity are 
seen in this incident? 


How does this cleansing of the temple compare 
with that in John 2:14? 


Why did Christ’s action prompt the Jewish leaders 
to destroy him? (v. 18.) 


_What is the connection between prayer and for- 
giveness ? 


What is meant by “these things”? (v. 28.) 


_ Give other examples of Christ’s method of answer- 
ing questions, 


Wyc irre CoLiece, Toronto. 
we 
The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D, 
HE lesson records the historic event in which 


was literally fulfilled a prophecy uttered almost 
five hundred years before (Zech. 9:9). And how 


that prediction exposes the current “spiritualizing” . 


method of interpretation. If it were yet to be ac- 
complished we should be ridiculed in the usual su- 
perior manner for believing that it would ever come 
to pass in any “crass,” “material” sense. For why 
should that King, Son of God, come to the insignifi- 
cant city of the Jews with a shabby, theatric show? 
We are very familiar with such reasonings about 
Scriptures which in themselves are plain and straight- 
forward. Especially, just now, are the prophecies of 
the same King’s second coming sought to be ex- 
plained away as to any literal meaning. 

But, just as surely as Zechariah’s mysterious pre- 
diction was worked out to the very last letter (Mark 
11: 1-7; Matt. 21: 1-9; Luke 19: 29-38), so that very 
fact is our warrant for believing the promises 
of his return in glory first for his church, and, after 
the great tribulation (Matt. 24:21, 20, 30), to the 
earth to set up again the fallen throne of David, his 
royal ancestor (Luke 1: 30-33; Acts 15: 14-17). 

And, by the very token of this and a multitude of 
other fulfilled prophecies, we know that, however 
they may seem to German rationalists and their 
echo-men in our colleges, seminaries, and pulpits, the 
Word of God is forever settled in heaven, and will 
come to pass. 


Dovctaston, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
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LESSON FOR MAY 19 (Mark 11 : 1-33) 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Cleaning Out Wickedness.—He en- 
tered into the temple, and began to 
cast out them that sold (v. 15). Any 
man who has ever undertaken to “put 
on the lid” and clean up a community 
can fully appreciate this remarkable 
incident in our Saviour’s ministry. 
There is one thing on which there is no 
difference in opinion, to wit: It takes 
a man of the very noblest and highest 
type of character to rise up and go 
forth to drive out wickedness in high 
places, To sit in one’s library under 
the comfortable lamp and write essays, 
to get up on a platform among sympa- 
thizers and friends and pour forth 
philippics against evils is not only easy, 
but, when you know how, is lots of fun. 
But to go down town where the evil is 
and with a rope-club in hand (so to 
speak) to lay about you among the 
wicked is ano—oh, well, just try it some 
night! (Psa. 94:16; 1 Kings 18:17; 
19:2, 3.) When we have to go to West 
Chester to fight rum it is very amusing 
to hear the reasons why Thomas, 
Richard, and Henry “can’t get away on 
a Monday”! You see it is much more 
comfortable in an office chair among 
your own than on a hard bench over in 
the court-house waiting the time when 
the rum lawyer will put you through the 
West Chester fox trot. Director of 
Public Safety Porter of the reform ad- 
ministration in Philadelphia told me 
that when he undertook to clean up the 
city just a little bit, his life was in such 
danger that a company of public-spirited 
business men raised $50,000 and engaged 
Burns’ detective agency to protect him. 
You can appreciate what Jesus’ action 
meant that. day in temple-cleaning. 


The Reformer.—The chief priests 
and the scribes... feared him (v. 18). 
But the common people loved him and 
heard him gladly. The High-Ups are 
never very enthusiastic over any re- 
former. They are afraid of him. When 
possible, Mr. Reformer is put in jail, 
And in the ancient day was led out to 
die by hemp, steel, or fire. Even our 
good Friend William Penn, in spite of 
his “pull” at court, landed in jail with 
his leader, George Fox. Martin Luther 
escaped the flames, but Savonarola, 
Huss, Ridley, Latimer, and the rest did 
not. The popes feared them,—and dead 
men make no fuss, Every once in a 
while some good man boils over at civic 
conditions and starts out to lead a re- 
form movement, but after a while the 
Tiger is seen licking his chops or the 
Organization plays its organ! Remem- 
ber the old triptych: “Benjy met a bear. 
The bear is bulgy. The bulge is Benjy.” 
Does any one know of a single reform 
that has started high up with “chief 
priests and scribes”? Either religious, 
moral, political, social? And why not? 
Does any one know of a great reform 
that was not “feared” in high places? 
Slavery, Dress, Labor, Housing, Sani- 
tary? The temperance reform, for ex- 
ample. Out in the circles of the little 
black steeples among the farmer folk 
is the best life (Eccl. 9:16; Mark 
12:37). 

The Great Question.—/ will ask of 
you one question (v. 29). Jesus be- 
lieved in the Socratic method also. There 
is nothing like a right question for 
opening a mind or shutting up a mouth. 
Remember. that great question Jesus 
asked one day? What shall it profit a 
man if he shall gain the whole world 
and lose his own soul? (Mark 8: 36.) 
And the honest man of wealth answers, 
as he hears the question ringing in his 
soul, “Three meals a day, a few clothes, 
and a bed,—and lots of trouble.” As you 
have read some magazine or newspaper 
article or sat under a river of eloquence, 
you have said to yourself many a time, 
‘I should just like to ask the professor 
one question.” And that question 
would puncture the Zeppelin or dam the 
flow of eloquence. An atheist one night 
in a hall among working people was 
hammering religion in the usual anarch- 
istic manner. A plain little woman arose 
in the audience and inquired if she 
might be allowed to ask the speaker a 
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question. “Sure,” said the big fellow on 
the platform. “Every one here knows 
me. My husband died somé years ago, 
and left me a penniless widow with six 
little orphan children. I remembered 
God’s promise in Jeremiah 49:11, and 
threw myself into Heaven’s arms. My 
children are grown now, and all doing 
well. We have never lacked, and we are 
all happy and prosperous, Now this is 
what my God did for me. I want to ask 
you, What has your God done for you?” 
‘Well, oe well, my good woman, you 


are very fortunate, and—and circum- 
stances— you know ah—” “Answer m 
question,” she shouted. “You loo 
seedy and run down. What has your 


God done for you?” The audience un- 
derstood, and stood up and cheered. 
This same question is for you. 


Playing Fair.—We know not. And 
Jesus saith unto them, Neither tell I you 
(v. 33). The reply of Jesus’ enemies is 
what the street and market-place call 
“sidestepping.” “Dodging the ques- 
tion” is a more polite phrase. When a 
man is asked why he does not get right 
with the Proprietor of the universe in 
which he lives and labors, not one in five 
hundred will be honest and tell you why. 
They are “sidesteppers” and afraid to 
say, “Because I am cherishing a sin I 
don’t want to give up.” In all the many 
men I tackled in the Philadelphia Billy 
Sunday meetings there was just one who 
told me the truth, All the rest who did 
not come shuffled and ducked. The les- 
son of this incident is clearly that 
Heaven is closed to those who can not 
come manfully and openly, nobly and 
truthfully, up to the gates of it with sin- 
cere answers to God’s questions. In- 
deed, the reason so many folks miss the 
fun of this world and the blessings of 
the next is because they can not be open 
and honest and square with themselves 
and with their God. For example: Any 
fellow can look around him here in 
Coatesville among the mill men and he 
will see the real Christians prosperous, 
living up on the hillsides in the nicest 
houses, respected and honored, lots of 
fine friends, happy and blessed. And the 
same fellow can look into the hospital, 
into the alley, into the jail, into the poor- 
house and see the other side. Men are 
not fair with their own destiny, they are 
not square with their own souls (1 Tim. 
4:8; 6:17). 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


‘dreds, and blessed by 





The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week, 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
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God’s Needs.—The Lord hath need of 
him (v. 3). “Nobody seems to want 
me,” said the youngest girl of a large 
family, “I’m a cripple and in everybody’s 
_ As she spoke she was passing 
a bookseller’s shop, and her eyes fell 
on the words, “The Lord hath need of 
him.” She carefully remembered the 
reference and searched it out at home. 
“Jesus once needed a donkey,” she said, 
“so perhaps He wants me—a cripple— 
I’ll ask Him.” Forty years afterwards a 
lame Bible woman died, beloved by hun- 

God in her work. 
That Bible woman was once the crip- 
pled girl—From the Biblical Teacher. 
Sent by Mrs. Dowen, Kingston Hill, 
Surrey, Eng. 


Who Would Be Fined?—<And seeing 
a fig tree afar off having leaves, he 
came, if haply he might find anything 
thereon: and when he came to it, he 
seed nothing but leaves (v. 13). Judge 

ooney, of Chicago, fined a man $100 
and costs and sentenced him to jail 
for ninety days for impersonating a 
doctor and practising medicine without 
a license. I wonder how many pro- 
fessing Christians, ministers, and lay- 
men would be “hit” by a law fining 
those who pretended to be Christians 
and were not. Are we leading or mis- 
leading people by our pretensions ?— 
From the Expositor. Sent by Mrs. J. 
E. Conant, Granville, Ohio. The prize 
for this week is awarded to this tllus- 
tration. (1) 


Not Interested in Such Flights.— 
And he... began to cast out them that 
bought in the temple, and overthrew the 
... seats of them that sold the doves (v. 
15). An aviator’s advance agent, seek- 
ing to place a performance in a certain 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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city, said to the Mayor, “For $1,000 my 
aviator will fly from yonder church 
steeple to the market place.” The 
Mayor replied, “My dear sir, your 
‘proposition doesn’t interest me. We 
already have too many men flying from 
the church to the market place, and I 
don’t want to encourage the habit.”— 
From the Expositor. Sent by Charles 
M. Neal, Portland, Maine. (2 


Expectati What Are Yours?— 
Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
say unto this mountain, Be thou taken 
up and cast into the sea; and shall not 
doubt in his heart, but shall believe that 
what he saith cometh to pass; he shall 
have it (v. 23). Too often we are like 
the woman whose view from her home 
was obstructed by a hill, and so one 
night she prayed that the hill might be 
removed. On looking out of the win- 
dow the next morning she exclaimed, 
“There it is, just as I expected !”— 
ie by Emma C, Fisk, Boonville, New 

ork, 


What Will End It ?—All authority hath 
been given unto me in heaven and on 
earth (Golden Text). A Hindu priest 
gave a striking and prophetic answer to 
Bishop Forster, who visited his tem- 
ple. The Bishop asked, “How long has 
all this worship been going on?” “Four 
thousand years,” was the reply. “How 
long will it last?” “Not long,” the 
priest replied, “And why?” The Hindu 
hesitated. hen, raising his hand, he 
swept the line of the horizon, and sim- 
ply said, “Jesus._—From the London 
Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. (3) 


His Voluntary Humiliation.—All au- 
thority hath been given unto me in heaven 
and on earth (Golden Text). Jesus had 
no earthly possessions. At his birth 
he borrowed a manger from the beasts 
of the field; he preached his first ser- 
mon in a borrowed boat; he rode into 
Jerusalem on a borrowed beast; he ate 
his last supper with his disciples in a 
borrowed room; and was buried in a 
borrowed grave. Yet he stands, the liv- 
ing risen Son of-God, stripped of all 
earthly possessions, saying, “All author- 
ity hath been given unto me in heaven 
and on earth.”—From Dr. Weeks, in the 
British Weekly. Sent by E. Edwards, 
Plattsville, Canada. 


ye 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we who knew thee as our Saviour would 
know thee to the utmost of thy revealed 
word as the Lord of our lives. Thou hast 
saved us by thy grace and in mercy. Give 
us, we pray thee, the spirit of simple, un- 
swerving obedience to thee as Lord. We 
have so often in pride and in wilfulness 
turned to our own ways. How much we 
need to recognize and to welcome thy strong 
word of authority! May we learn to obey 
thee joyously and unquestioningly. In thy 
prevailing name we pray: Amen. 

After the Lesson.—‘“Because father 
says so,” was the reason we used to 
hear for obedience when we were 
youngsters. Sometimes father couldn’t 
explain the why of his orders, much as 
he would like to. Sometimes he could. 
But anyhow, even when we didn’t fully 
understand why, we generally knew 
what he meant to have us do, and we 
had only to obey. The why could come 
in later. And the youngster who 
learned to obey without stopping to 
have all his questions answered, learned 
a big lesson. “Why” has made trouble 
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for some of us. And we do ask why so 
often when Jesus speaks! We wonder 
whether he means us, or somebody else, 
and while we are hesitating we are 
missing the blessing of obedience. Now 
that we know so much about him, should 
he have to teach us his will by suddenly 
overturning our doings? Don’t we know 
enough by this time to stop questioning 





his right to command, and begin to do, 
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without question, what he commands? 
Don’t we know that reluctant obedience 
is really opposition? ; 

When we remember Jesus as King 
and as Lord of our lives, how gladly 
we shall hasten to do what he com- 
mands! Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“When His salvation bringing.” 
“Softly now the light of day.” 
“For the beauty of the earth.” 

“ Why should He love me so.” 

“ All hail the power of Jesus’ name!” 
“ Majestic sweetness sits enthroned.” 
“Crown Him King of kings.” 

“ Jesus is coming.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United_Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 136: 1-26 (277 : 1-3). 
Psalm 102: 1-28 (205 : 1-3). 
Psalm 66 : 1-20 (140: 1-3). 
Psalm 8: 1-9 (15: 1-3). 

Psalm 72: 1-20 (152: 1-4). 





[ Department Helps 








The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner, 


, Seeun TEACHING.—Jesus loves the 
praise of children. 

Among the pictures which every Pri- 
mary child should know are: Jesus 
Blessing Little Children, The Child 
Samuel at Prayer, and the Triumphal 
Entry, showing children in the proces- 
sion which attended Jesus riding into 

erusalem, which is to-day’s story. It 
is related in all four Gospels. Mark 
does not mention the children, but Mat- 
thew does. So few lessons present 
children as taking part that teachers 
should improve every opportunity to 
introduce them. To cee the: story, 
study: carefully the parallel accounts in 
Matthew 21:1-17; Luke 19: 28-38; and 
John 12: 12-19. 

The sand-table may be used, or a 
sketch, to indicate the Mount of Olives 
and the hills of Jerusalem, showing the 
city gates. The side of a pasteboard 
box, with gates cut out, makes a good 
city wall, if spread with mucilage and 
sprinkled with sand. Do not represent 
too many details. The imaginations of 
children will supply those. 

Introduction—Last Sunday was——, 
(Mothers’ Day) when we talked about 
Honor thy father and thy mother. To- 
day’s story tells of a beautiful Sunday 
when crowds of people honored Jesus. 
It is the story of a procession. 


Review.—The procession began when 
Jesus and his disciples started on their 
journey to Jerusalem to the feast of the 
Passover. Others kept joining them. 
The procession was larger by the time 
the mothers came with their children 
to receive Jesus’ blessing. (Show that 
picture.) 

The crowd was greater when they 
crossed the Jordan River and passed 
through Jericho, where the blind man 
heard them, and called, Jesus of Naza- 
reth, have mercy on me! After Jesus 
healed him the crowd traveled up the 
long hill toward Jerusalem. When it 
grew dark Jesus and his disciples 
stopped for the night with friends at 
Bethany. 

Other people must have stopped with 
their friends and said to them, To-mor- 
row Jesus the wonderful teacher and 
healer will finish his journey into Jeru- 
salem. Many people decided to sce and 
follow him. 

Lesson Story—It was Sunday morn- 
ing when Jesus and his disciples started 
from Bethany. Before long other peo- 
ple joined them along the road on the 
Mount of Olives. It was springtime and 
some were carrying lovely, leafy 
branches of trees. 

During all the long journey Jesus had 
walked. This morning as they drew 
near to a village Jesus said to two of 
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his disciples, If you go into that village, 
you will find a colt tied; loose him and 
bring him to me; if the owner says any- 
thing, tell him, The Lord hath need of 
him, and he will let him go. The dis- 
ciples went and found the colt tied by 
a door on the open street. As they 
loosed him some one asked, What are 
you doing? When they said, The Lord 
needs him, the man let the colt go. (He 
was like the boy who gave his lunch of 
bread and fish for Jesus to use.) 

When the people saw them coming 
they picked more leafy branches to 
spread along the way. Some spread 
their garments or cloaks. Some one 
placed a cloak across the colt before 
Jesus rode on him, 

As they went down the Mount of 
Olives toward the city gate, the people 
sang, Hosanna! Hosanna! Blessed is 
he that cometh in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in-the highest! Some waved 
branches as they sang. 

In Jerusalem were many people who 
had come earlier to the feast. They 
hoped that Jesus would be there. When 
they heard that he was quite near, they 
ree palm branches and waved them as 
they went to meet the procession in 
which Jesus was riding. These people 
sang, Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord, even the King of 
Israel. That happy Sunday is still re- 
membered as Palm Sunday. 

Children were in that happy proces- 
sion, waving palms and singing. (Show 
the Triumphal Entry picture and talk 
about it.) We sing on Children’s Day, 

“Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Then let the temple chorus ring! 

Hosanna to Jesus! 

He is the children’s King.” 
(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, 

Boston, 7§ cents.) 


Right on to the temple with Jesus and 
the procession went the children, sing- 
ing, Hosanna to the Son of David! 

n the evening of this happy day 
Jesus and his disciples returned to 
spend another night with the friends in 
Bethany. ' 

Once: again. before closing compare 
the pictures of Jesus Blessing - Little 
— and Little Children ) ME wa 

esus. 


Expression—If there is room let the 
children march, waving their hands as 
if they carried palm branches, and sing: 


“Praise Him! Praise Him! all ye little 
children! 
God is love! God is love!” 


Peoria, It. 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Brief review of the history of the 
temple, and the telling of the three 
stories from the home-reading. 

2. Gather from these accounts Jesus’ 
attitude and teaching concerning the 
temple. 

3. Does the temple mean anything ta 
us to-day? - 











Yd POSSIBLE have a good picture or 
a clear relief-drawing of the temple 
to show the girls to-day. Its grandeur 
will impress the great teaching of the 
Scripture concerning the temple of God. 

Begin the lesson by giving a con- 
densed outline history of this beautiful 
“house of God,” planned by the noblest 
king in Jewish history, David; built by 
the most splendid one, Solomon, after 
the pattern of Moses’ tabernacle; de- 
stroyed by Nebuchadnezzar’s invading 
army; rebuilt by Zerubbabel and Ezra; 
plundered by the impious Antiochus 
Epiphanes; repaired by the brave hero, 
Judas Maccabeus; and finally pulled 
down and rebuilt by the cruel Herod 
“the Great.” What a company of illus- 
trious names, what a mixture of gdod 
and bad motives, what defeats and tri- 
umphs, what seasons of true worship 
and spiritual decline, what hopes and 
despair unfold with its thousand years 
of history before the time of Christ! 
What must have been in the thoughts 
of Jesus ag he looked upon this great 





monument of his people’s history! His 
love for-his own land and nation was 
one of the great passions of his life; 
how then must he have loved this sacred 
temple! 

This love began in his childhood. 
Hear the story of his first visit to it 
when he was a boy of twelve (Luke 2: 
22-38). (Ask some girl to tell this in- 
cident as vividly as she can.) Think of 
that boy’s feeling as he caught his first 
gieaeee of its ergy, “gad splendor, 

ashing from Mount Zion. Of it he 
had long been taught, he was the lineal 
descendant of its real founder, he had 
talked of it, sung of it, watched for it, 
on that memorable journey, as the most 
sacred object on earth. Imagine then 
the wonder with which he must have 
seen the noisy yp de J and selling in its 
courts, which should have been the 
courts of prayer! Note well his answer 
to his mother when she found him there 
(margin) “in my Father’s house,” “about 
my Father's business,’ “in the things 
re my Father.” ; 

His next recorded visit (there must 
have been more, perhaps one at every 
recurring passover) is the outcome of 
that first, for he then uses his authority 
as Son of the Father to cleanse that 
house of its uncleanness, calling it again 
“my Father's house” (John 2: 13-17). 

After this story is told, call for the 
last one, of this lesson, noting further 
details as given by Matthew (21: 12-17). 
See that this time he rides into Jeru- 
salem as a real king, fulfilling every 

rophecy of the coming of the Messiah- 
King, and openly claiming kingly hon- 
ors, accepting unrebuked the acclama- 
tions of the worshiping throng that ac- 
companied him. And this royal entry 
concludes with presenting himself in the 
temple, where he now calls it “my 
house,” and, exercising full. kingly au- 
thority, once again cleanses it of those 
who were making it “a den of robbers.” 
Think for a minute of the sadness that 
must have filled his heart as his mem- 
ory swept back over all the memories 
of that thousand years of history, over 
his own experiences there from boyhood 
days on through this last rejection at the 
hands of those in authority there,—as 
they thought! 


2. And now let us study his teaching 
as to the temple, having noted his atti- 
tude towards it as we listened to these 
stories. First, he recognized God’s 
presence there in a special and close 
sense, for he called it “my Father’s 
house” always, until he makes the full 
claim that it is “my house.” Second, he 
calls it a “house of prayer for all na- 
tions,” the place to meet the Father in 
a special and close sense, a place of 
closer communion than any other. And 
third he would not have the pure glory 
of that house marred by any other at- 
mosphere than that of such worship. 


3. But what means all this to our 
girls of to-day? That temple is no 
more, but it was a type of the Truest 


Temple, the One of whom it was but a 


beautiful symbol. Ask your girls to 
read with you these verses, John 1:1, 
14 and 2:18-21, watching for the 
marginal reading closely. This Word 
of God, who was God, came and taber- 
nacled among us to be our meeting- 
place with the Father, even as the tem- 
ple of old was to those who lived be- 
fore his time. He is the sanctuary 
where we may find the presence of God 
in a complete and precious sense, as 
nowhere else. He is the one through 
whom all our communion with the 
Father must be held; “in my name” he 
told us to pray. And we must keep 
pure from all that defiles the hearts that 
long for the filling with his glory, the 
lives that would be true worship. Ask 
for the reading of two more verses, 1 
Corinthians rid. 17, and 2 Corinth- 
ians 6: 16. ere is the most marvelous 
statement of all Scripture concerning 
this temple, that God will “dwell in,” 
“walk in,” the temple which we are who 
are Christ’s, that the world must meet 
him in us, through us find a way of com- 
munion with God, and in us see the 
purity of his glory. For we:- are his 
body in this world now. We must be 
to the world what the temple was before 
the True Temple came and dwelt among 
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men, witnesses of him, “known and read 

of all men.” Are we? 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark f£ : 1-44. 

(1) Read the twelfth chapter of 
Mark, and (2) try to select names for 
the seven paragraphs of it, using 
phrases from the text itself if possible. 
(3) Make a list of these paragraph 
names in your note-books, 

Attanta, GA, 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William 0. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A great parade. 

Main truths: Jesus has first claim on 
our youth; a clear conscience makes 
one bold; we must keep ourselves pure. 

Illustrations: Map work; borrowing 
a knife. 











i. lesson. was about a great pa- 
rade. that they got up to honor 
> and for once he let them do it. 

eacher says there was an old prophecy 
that the Messiah should come in just 
this way (Zech. 9:9), and Jesus gave 
eerie ee this one more proof of his 

essiahship and one more chance to 
believe in him. 

Fatty carried the black thread on our 
map along from Jericho to Bethany, 
about half an inch east of Jerusalem, 
and teacher told how Mary and Martha 
welcomed Jesus and got up a supper in 
his honor because he had raised their 
brother Lazarus from the dead. Mary 
poured that perfumery on him, you 
know; all the neighbors came over and 
stood around to see what was going on; 
and there was all kinds of excitement. 
No wonder they felt like getting up 
some kind of a big celebration next day 
when he started on to Jerusalem. 

Bumps told about the disciples bor- 
rowing a colt for Jesus to ride on. It 
seems: that they just went and took it 
right in plain sight ‘of the man it be- 
longed to. ‘Little’ Cat)’ wondéred wh 
the owner let it go that way; but Bull- 
dog Jones was sure this man had been 
hanging around outside the feast the 
night before, and when the disciples ex- 
— that they wanted it for Jesus, 

e said to himself: “If Mary could 
give him all that perfumery I can surely 
lend him my Colt a little while.” 

Teacher thinks we can learn from this 
to hold everything we have subject to 
Jesus’ call, and the reason Jesus chose 
the colt that had never been ridden, in- 
stead of its mother, was to show that 
he has first claim on everything, and 
ought not to be put off with wornout 
stuff. It isn’t fair to use our time and 
strength for ourselves for fifty years 
and then ask Christ to take what is left. 
We should give our lives to his service 
right in the beginning; let him have our 
best years. Teacher said if I had a new 
knife all sharp and shiny, how would I 
feel if Bumps borrowed it and kept it 
for weeks and weeks till it was dull and 
rusty and broken, and then gave it back 
to me? He says that’s the way it must 
look to Jesus when a boy uses his life 
for himself until he is old and his body 
is wornout and broken, for we really be- 
long to Christ right from the first day 
of our lives, and we haven’t any right to 
borrow ourselves away. 

Well, they didn’t have any band in 
that parade; but they didn’t need any, 
the people sang and shouted so. A 
crowd even came out from the city to 
meet him, and the people fairly car- 
peted the road with their clothes. Fi- 
nally they reached the temple, but what 
he saw there stirred him through and 
through. Instead of keeping it .a holy 
place the bankers and merchants had set 
up their business right in the temple 
courts, like the stands at a county fair. 
Of course their plea was that it made it 
more convenient for the pilgrims to buy 
their sacrifices and change their foreign 
money into Jewish coins right there on 
the grounds, But of course the priests 
were getting a rake-off for letting them 
in there, and the dealérs were making the 
most of their monopoly. It was a graft 
and would drive out the spirit of prayer 
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LESSON FOR MAY Ig (Mark rx : 1-33) 


from a saint. Jesus went out to Beth- 
any and probably prayed about it all 
night. Then next morning he went back 
and cleaned out the whole bunch, just as 
he had once before. (1) 

Bulldog thought Jesus must have been 
some scrapper. But teacher said their 
uneasy consciences made the grafters 
regular cowards before the courage of 
Jesus who knew he was right. He 
thinks if a boy is absolutely square and 
stands boldly for the right there won't 
much of anybody want to scrap him. 

Then there is the lesson about our 
bodies being the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. Teacher had us look up 1 Cor- 
inthians 3:16, 17, and then he gave us 
a good talking to about keeping our 
bodies pure and our minds clean. He 
‘ended up with that verse: “Bessed are 
the pure in heart: for they shall see God,” 
and I don’t believe I shall forget that 
lesson very soon. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 12: 1-44. 

What catch question did the Phari- 
sees ask Jesus? 

How did he get out of that trap? 

How did the Sadducees think to catch 
him? 

How did he show their mistake? 

What did the scribe mean by first 
commandment? 


How is love the greatest law? 
Terre Haute, Inp. 


apt’ 
God’s New Spelling for “Obey ” 


( Continued from page 254) 


There is as much difference, then, be- 
tween being under law and under grace, 
as there is between a dead man and a 
live man. If a high ideal could have 
given life, the Word tells us, if God 
could have provided a law which could 
make a eg man alive, Grace would not 
have been needed, for righteousness 
would have been by the law. _ The free 
gift of the New Covenant is a new 
LIFE. That is what the promise of the 
Spirit provides. Does this give a vivid 
light upon Romans 8:2, “The law of 
the Spirit . . . made me free from the 
law of sin and of death”? What is the 
law of the Spirit? The resurrection life 
of Christ Jesus. So the complete verse 
reads, “The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus made me free from the law 
of sin and of death.” 

The passage in Romans eight goes on 
to show how Jesus did for us the thing 
we could not do, and that as a result of 
what he did, and is doing through the 
Spirit, “the requirement of the law is 
fulfilled_in us, who walk not after the 
flesh, but after the Spirit.” If we are 
appropriating the promise of the Spirit, 
our inheritance through faith, we are 
having fulfilled in us the law of God at 
this present moment, That is what the 
Word of God says. That is what hap- 
pens when we are under Grace and not 
under the law. Obedience to the law is 
guaranteed while we are under Grace,— 
walking in the Spirit. Disobedience to 
the law can come only when the Chris- 
tian is living under law,—walking after 
after the flesh. : 

But, some one asks, is not a Christian 
always under Grace? He is, in his posi- 
tion; and the Victorious Life is simply 
walking by faith .in that position 
won by Christ. “We believed on Christ 
Jesus, that we might be_ justified by 
faith in Christ, and not by the works 
of the law: because by the works of the 
law shall no flesh be justified. But if, 
while we sought to be justified in Christ, 
we ourselves also were found sinners, 
is Christ a minister of sin? God forbid. 
For if I build up. again those things 
which I destroyed, I prove myself a 
transgressor” (Gal. 2:16, 18). When a 
Christian sins, transgresses the law, he 
is building up that which he has de- 
stroyed; he is acting as though he were 
back under the law; he is bringing to 
life the old self that has been crucified 
with Christ; he is denying the resurrec- 
tion life of Christ which is in him; he 
is walking after the flesh and not after 
the Spirit; he is back on the basis of 
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working instead of resting in the fin- 
ished work of Christ; he is under the 
works of the law instead of the hearing 
of faith; he is not standing fast in the 
freedom wherewith Christ has set him 
free. There is but one thing to be done 
in order to get back at once under grace 
and the faith life,—confess the sin and 
take cleansing in the blood of Jesus. This 
is wholly of Grace; no Christian would 
be so foolish as to try to atone for his 
sin or to help the Lord Jesus do a com- 
plete work of cleansing. Yet it is ex- 
actly the same sort of folly that leads 
the Christian to seek to add his own 
effort in the business of winning victory 
over the next temptation that assails 
him. “Jf we live by the Spirit [if we 
have been born again by the Spirit], by 
the Spirit let us also walk” (by the same 
supernatural power let us live day by 
day and hour by hour, letting God do it 
all by the Spirit) (Gal. 5:25). : 
God’s new spelling for “obey” is 
“believe.” But is it not just as impossi- 
ble for the natural man to believe as to 
obey? Yes, the faith too is a gift of 
God, and we must find in Christ the 
faith as well as everything else needed. 
But every son of Abraham, heir accord- 
ing to promise, every one who’ is 
Christ’s, has this supernatural faith. The 
faith for salvation is the faith for vic- 
tory. Faith is just believing the word 
of God. Have you believed the good 
tidings of future salvation and glory? 
Believe the same good tidings for pres- 
ent salvation from sin. If you are un- 
der grace, sin shall not have dominion; 
you are walking in the Spirit; Christ is 
dwelling in your heart by faith; you are 
freed from the law with its works; yet 
the law of God is in your heart and it 
is your nature to keep it; you are a new 
creation; you are walking in newness of 
life. You can finish the second chapter 
of Galatians as Paul finishes it: “For 
I through the law died unto the law, 
that I might live unto God. I have been 
crucified with Christ; and it is no 
longer I that live, but Christ liveth in 
me: and ‘that life which I now live in 
the: flesh I live ‘in faith; the faith which 
is in the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself up for me. I do not make 
Void the grace of God” (Gal. 2: 19-21). 


<i 


What the Slides Told 
Uruguayan Children 
( Continued from page 257) 


for stressing the spirit of comradeship 
which should exist between father and 
son.’ There were several short talks be- 
tween the*courses, on such subjects as 
‘The Boy and His Sports,’ ‘The Boy and 
His Education,’ “The Boy and His Coun- 
try.’ We dared not put on the program 
a subject like “The Boy and His Re- 
ligion.’ Men shy at a thing like that 
down here. But in my closing talk I 
drove that subject home, pointing out 
the boys’ need of ideals and declaring 
that the finest master in the art of noble 
living was Jesus Christ. It was the 
first time that some of those fathers 
ever heard a religious talk or had their 
thoughts turned toward the necessity of 
training that part of their sons’ natures. 
They took it very well, and many were 
the suggestions for the more frequent 
holding of such gatherings. We sprung 
a surprise on the boys. Between two of 
the courses I called on them to stand 
up and give their names and say who 
was their hero. We sprung this as a 
surprise on them because, if we had 
given them previous notice, each one of 
those boys and men would have come 
with a long set speech, and we wanted 
short, sharp spontaneous responses to 
this call. These Latins are so voluble 
there is never any difficulty in getting 
them to take part in any kind of a 
meeting. The difficulty, sometimes, con- 
sists in choking them off! The first 
boy got up and nearlv took ‘our breath 
away; he gave us his name and said 
that his hero was Jesus Christ. He was 
a boy of Roman Catholic. parents. Six 
other boys mentioned:.Jesus as their 
hero, one St. Paul, several mentioned 
San. Martin, our Argentine national 





hero, two chose President Wilson, and 


uite a number said their hero was 
their father. Then we had the fathers 
get up and give their names and tell how 
many boys they had. We wanted to 
have them say what their ideal boy was 
like, but we were afraid to give them 
such a suggestive topic.—we feared that 
the banquet would never end. There 
was great applause when one of the 
fathers, who is a judge, arose and de- 
clared that he had seven boys! The 
whole spirit of the banquet was free and 
cordial, and I have no doubt that those 
fathers went home ‘with a larger sense 


be their boys’ chum.” 


How Organized Classes are Multiply- 
ing.—Three hundred and _ thirty-one 
newly organized Bible classes a week 
was the combined average record of the 
Secondary and Adult Divisions for the 
Quarter ending June 25, 1917, as re- 
ported by the International Sunday 
School AsSociation. 

The largest ins in adult classes 
were found in Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, 
and New Jersey; and in secondary 
classes in Pennsylvania, Ohio, North 
Carolina, and Indiana, respectively. 

The total number of organized classes 
reported to date was 96,975, and imme- 
diately upon entering the fall campaigns 
the number will probably exceed 100,- 
ooo classes. 


What Sunday-schools Are Doing for 
Negroes.—There are more than 3,000,000 
Negroes in the United’ States under 
twenty-one years of age. There are 


-more Negroes in America than Can- 


adians in Canada. The Negroes consti- 
tute more than a tenth of our popula- 
tion. With these facts in mind, it is not 
hard to realize the tremendous impor- 
tance of the work being done among the 
colored students by the International 
Sunday School Association, through its 
Special Committee on Negro Work, of 
which Mr. W. N, Hartshorn, of Boston, 
is the chairman, and Dr. H. C. Lyman, 
of Atlanta, is the superintendent. 

In six years more than 11,000 higher 
grade students in 142 institutions have 
been enrolled in special classes, with 
modern text-books, studying Sunday- 
school efficiency. Sixty-two institutions 
have made it a required, credit work. 
Most of the divinity schools give a 
course in religious pedagogy. It is in 
practically all the state colleges. The 
goal for 1918 is two hundred institu- 
tions and 5,000 enrolled. 

Six hundred and seventy-eight colored 
commissioned officers ‘are in the army, 
and more than 83,000 soldiers are al- 
ready called to the colors. 


Dr. Torpedo Operates for Cataract. 
—A yoting college graduate of fine 
prospects recently returned to Canada, 
says Dr. Frank Woodbury, Interna- 
tional Executive Committeeman, of 
Halifax, Nova Scotia. The young man 
had been buried in a European war 
trench by a shell and was rendered to- 
tally blind. After three months he 
sailed from England for home on the 
Hesperian and was torpedoed and 
blown into the water, but was rescued. 
He found to his amazement that he had 
regained his sight! 


An Eager Group of Moslem Boys.— 
“During the first few months when I 
was teaching my class of boys in Arabic 
I often felt it was uphill work, and I 
wondered sometimes whether I was 
really making any headway with them,” 
writes a missionary from Moslem lands. 
“They used to be restless and sometimes 
were thinking of everything except the 
deeper things of the Christian life. But 
last Sunday I had an experience which 
made me very glad indeed, for inciden- 
tally it showed me their attitude toward 
our class work. They had been report- 
ing on questions assigned the week be- 
fore; two boys were at the blackboard 
writing what Christ had said about him- 
self in different parts of the New 
Testament, and the attention of the 
class was riveted upon what they were 
writing. The two boys at the black- 
board happened to be Moslems. 

“Suddenly the bell rang for the close 
of the lesson period. The boys instead 





of going off with a rush for the audi- 


of responsibility and a determination to 
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torium, where: the closing exercises are 
conducted, showed evident signs of dis- 
appointment. One boy spoke up. ‘May 
we not come back after Sunday-school 
and have another half hour in this 
room?’ Every one of the ten boys 
joined in this request, so instead of tak- 
ing them back to the class-room I 
brought them over to our house and we 
met in my study. You can imagine how 
much it meant to me to find these ten 
boys really taking hold of the vital facts 
in the New Testament. Nearly all of 
them have memorized Psalm 103, Isaiah 
55, John 10, and 1 Corinthians 13.” 


“Billy Sunday-School-Men are needed 
in my city,” wrote an International 
Executive Committeeman _ recently,— 
“men filled with the spirit of Evangel- 
ism.” 

Why not make 1918 an “Evangelistic 
Year” for America’s Sunday-schools? 
It is heartening to know that in its goal 
for the new year, the Pennsylvania 
State Sabbath School Association has 
declared itself for the winning of 
100,000 new souls for Christ. Let others 
follow Pennsylvania’s lead! 


A Confusing Question Answered.— 
The question is often asked: “What is 
the difference between the World’s and 
the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciations?” The names are confusing. 
Briefly, it maybe said that the World’s 
Association wmcludes the whole world, 
but concerns itself largely with work in 
mission fields; the International Asso- 
ciation covers North America. The 
International” Association preceded the 
World’s organization, the vision of 
which came to B. F. Jacobs, of Chicago, 
in 1886. 


Do You Want to Multiply Yourself? 
—If your County Association pays $500 
annually to your State Association 
which tithes its income of $12,000 to 
the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, it may safely be said that your 
county 


Takes care of its own work for the 
year. 

Supports the State work for two 
weeks, 

Runs the great International Asso- 

. Ciation more than two hours. 

Makes possible the missionary work 
of the World’s Association for half 
an hour. 


Can you think of a better way to mul- 
tiply yourself than by making an in- 
vestment in Association work? 

All Association income is tithed by 
the International Treasury to the 
World’s Association. 

(Figure out your own county bless- 
ing on the foregoing basis.) 


Sunday-school News from Far and 
Near.—The various field secretaries of 
the World’s Sunday School Association 
are reporting God’s’ blessing on their 
work. Howard, of South America, 
tells cf a Sunday-school workers’ meet- 
ing that was held in Buenos Aires. 
Though a far-reaching railroad strike 
was on, and those from the suburbs 
could not reach the city, more than 230 
crowded into the hall. A real teachers’ 
meeting was held, and the cake and tea 
were not omitted. The interested peo- 
ple who were present urged that such a 
conference be held every fifteen days. 
The day also celebrated the coming of 
a new Sunday-school book in Spanish 
from the press. It was the translation 
of the first part of “The Elementary 
Worker and His Work.” 

Coleman, of Japan, tells of the very 
resultful summer school for Sunday- 
school workers which concluded an- 
other annual session at Karuiazawa. 
The course is stiff enough to try the 
best in a similar group in the homeland. 
Daily Vacation Bible Schools have been 
held in Tokyo this year. One school 
was held in the Ginza Methodist Church 
and numbered fifty. The other was 
conducted in the Tokyo Y. M. C. A. 
building, with swimming in the new 
pool as the chief recreation attraction. 
Here the service of worship included 
song, the use of Scripture and prayers 
and Bible teaching. A general course 
of lectures and a course in hand-work 





and Bible teaching were given. The en- 
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rolment in this school was 120 and the 
average attendance about 100. Only 19 
of the whole number had ever attended 
Sunday-school, and they were so well 
pleased with this school, that they asked 
about suitable Sunday-schools which 
they might attend, and a definite effort 
was made to get them in touch with 
somé school. he attention of all in 
Japan was called to the International 
Go-to-Sunday-School Day which took 

lace in America, on November 4, 1917. 
Tenan will soon adopt the plan and 
name a special day for a nation-wide 
drive. 

Trowbridge, of Egypt, is now doing 
intensive work with the Arabic. He. has 
been studying the language very ener- 
getically for the past two years and 
more, and has attained a working 
knowledge so that now he can talk di- 
rectly and not through an interpreter. 
Meanwhile much constructive work has 
been accomplished and a fair amount 
of Sunday-school literature translated. 





[ Children at Home 





Jamie’s Present 
By Paul V. D. Hoysradt 


AMIE was the smallest of the five 

children in the Bartlett family. First 

there was Alice, aged twelve; then 
Edith, aged ten; next Pauline, who was 
eight; then Frances, aged six; and last 
of all Jamie, who was five years old 
and the only. boy. 

It- was on account of his age and his 
being a boy that his. sisters often mest 
him out of their plans: Poor Jamie 
He.never minded this! very much. until 
it: came':'to the week of :his. mother’s 
birthday. 

For several weeks the girls had :-been 

Eaten mother, 

Alice had bought a copy of Whittier'’s 
“Poems,” -all. ‘with’: her:. own . money. 
Edith had made a pretty ‘raffia basket 
for mothér to put her sewing in. Paul- 
ine, the next oldest, had bought a pretty 
cup and saucer; while Frances had made 
a dainty ink blotter with the help of her 
kind teacher, Miss Maye. Only Jamie 
had found no present. For two days he 
had tried to think of a gift, but it had 
all been in vain. He could not paint, 
that was sure, on account of his age. 
He was a boy and so he did not care to 
sew; and because he had not yet com- 
menced school, he was without a teacher 
to help him make anything. So matters 
stood until the morning of the birthday. 
Jamie rose bright and early. 

“If I get up real early,” he said to 
himself the night before, “I may think 
of something nice to tell mother.” 

The morning out of doors was as 
beautiful and en, as any summer’s 
morning could be. e birds sang sere- 
nades from the ®., the sunshine was 
like a shower of gold on the meadows, 
and the hills seemed only a few steps 


awa a 

hen Jamie saw all this, he felt a big 
longing to go for a walk. The birds, 
yes, even the woods seemed to call to 
him, and since no one else was up, and 
there was no reason for his staying at 
home, he started out. 

First, he went past the barn to the 
end of the garden, then he crossed the 
field and came to the road that led 
straight up the ae hill to the woods. 
It was quite a trudge for Jamie, only 
five, but as soon as he was in the woods 
he forgot ail about his hard climb. 

The chipmunks and squirrels hopped 
gaily among the trees, and everywhere 
there was the sweet fragrance of the 
forest—the “woodsy smell” which he had 
often heard his mother tell about. 

Jamie was so delighted with all he 
saw that he pretended he was a little 
Indian and had to explore the woods. 
He left the road and struck out toward 
the center of the forest, pushing 
branches aside here and there, and 
keeping always on the watch. 

At last, he came to where there was 
an open place beneath some pine trees. 
The ground was covered with - their 


Pe eng are re ee 
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needles, just like a soft, velvet carpet, 
and right in the middle were clumps of 
queer-shaped flowers. 

Jamie ran up close and looked at them 
carefully, for he had never seen any 
flowers like them. They were the exact 
shape of funny Dutch shoes and were 
pink striped with white. How beautiful 
they looked, shining in the first sun 
rays that were stealing through the 
pine boughs! 

While Jamie stood gazing at them, a 
splendid idea occurred to him. 

“I know,” he cried with glee, “I'll 
give mother a bunch of these flowers 
for her birthday. I'll pick them, and 
run home as fast as ever I can.” 

After quickly gathering a handful he 
started back, for he saw how high the 
sun had climbed. 

Getting out of the woods, however, 
was not nearly so easy as getting in. 
He had, of course, to get back to the 
road, and it seemed much harder now 
to dodge the swinging bushes than when 
he had entered the forest. 

By the time he was back on the hill 
road, his coat was torn, and his hands 
were scratched in several places. He 
would have been a very wretched little 
boy, indeed, if he had not been looking 
forward to giving the pretty bouquet to 
his mother! 

He werit down the hill like the wind, 
and in no time was back in the yard of 
his home. As he neared the house, he 
heard the sound of gay talkin inside. 
He knew what it meant. Mother was 
opening the presents which had been 
laid at her place on the breakfast table. 
oa rushed in, in order not to be too 
ate. 

“O-o-0!” exclaimed his sisters when 
they caught sight of the pretty flowers. 

“Lady-slippers!”. exclaimed mother. 
“And what beauties, too!” 

“Here’s my present, mother,” said 
Jamie, putting the pretty bouquet in his 
mother’s hands and receiving a kiss at 
the same time. - 

“Just in, time, son,” said Mr. Bartlett 
from the Head of the table.” “But where 
have you been? I see:you’ve torn your 
coat and your hands are scratched.” 

Jamie blushed. 

“T’ve been up in the woods on the 
hill,” said he, pointing in the direction 
from which he had just come. 

“And that is where you found the 
lady-slippers?” asked mother. 

Jamie nodded. 

‘Well, of all things,” exclaimed Mrs. 
Bartlett. “That’s the same place where 
mother used to gather lady-slippers 
when she was a little girl, My boy 
couldn’t have brought me a nicer pres- 
ent if he had tried.” 

And after saying this mother kissed 
him a second time, while Jantie now be- 
Saves himself the happiest boy in the 
wor 
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How Young John Mark 
Mended his Mistake 


(Continued from page 259) 


testimony is unanimous, and internal 
evidence confirms it, that Mark faith- 
fully preserved the substance of Peter’s 
discourses about the Lord Jesus. Thus 
under Peter’s tutelage he rendered a ser- 
vice of supreme worth for all the ages. 
He kept the life-like touches of Peter’s 
speeches and lets us see Jesus with 
Peter’s keen eyes. 


Winning Paul’s Praise —It is good to 
know that Paul recognized that Mark 
had made good and could now be de- 
pended on to do his work. It is not in- 
credible that Paul may have read 
Mark’s Gospel while in Rome during 
his first imprisonment. We know that 
Mark was here with Paul part of the 
time and that Paul-was pleased with 
him. “Aristarchus my fellow-prisoner 
saluteth you, and Mark, the cousin of 
Barnabas (touching whom ye have re- 
ceived commandments ; if he come unto 
you, receive him)” (Col. 4:10). In the 
loneliness of the last imprisonment in 
Rome Paul begs Timothy, who is now 
in Asia, to come and “take Mark, and 





bring him with thee; for he is useful to 


me for ministering” (2 Tim. 4:11). 
Paul revised his judgment about Mark 
after he had noticed the change in his 
conduct. Probably Paul refers here to 
his experience with Mark in Rome (Ceci. 
4:10). Paul was only too glad to give 
praise instead of blame. 

Mark is a comfort to many a young 
man who has made a serious blunder in 
life.. Take heart and wake up to the 
stern realities of duty. These war times 
have brought us all up with a jerk. The 
main things of life call for our energy, 
and we must learn to hold ourselves to 
the main tasks. Most of us make slips. 
Most of us are not greatly gifted. But 
all of us can make our lives count for 
God by sticking steadily to the work to 
which we are called and to which we 
have put our hands. It is doubtless true 
that Mark’s mistake at Perga and the 
sharp contention at Antioch served to 
rouse him to genuine exertion. Stren- 
uous application took the place of iridif- 
ference, and the result was victory. 
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Books Worth Noting 











The N. J. B. Bible Game.—There are 
eighty or more important facts about 
the Bible that children who play this 
Bible game will unconsciously learn; it 
is so interesting that those playing it 
will not realize that they are learning 
valuable facts also. The questions are 
taken from all parts of the’ Bible and 
oe themselves interesting. While older 

s and girls may enjoy the game, it 

ot appeal most to those who are under 

euatan (N, J. B. Love,. Plainfield, 
N. J., 50 cents.) 

Missionary Crusaders (By Claud 
Field, M.A.).—No better stories can be 
found to put iron in the blood than those 
of missionary heroes and martyrs. In 
“Missionary Crifsadérs;” the contents 
of which have been taken from Mr, 
Field’s earlier and larger work, ‘ ‘Heroes 
of the Missionary Enterprise,” ‘there 


are eighteen brief but vivid sketches of |} 


missionaries: in all parts of the world 
who have. wrought valiantly. It is a 
bulky volume such as boys love, and 4s 
attractively bound in bright colors. 
Nothing better could be found for Boy 
Scouts. (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, $1 net.) 


The Students Expanded Bible: Reve- 
lation.—The book of Revelation has now 
been published in the form so useful to 
those who wish to make notes as they 
study their Bibles. It can be had in 
three styles. Style A gives the text on 
one page only, the opposite page being 
left blank for notes; style B, the text 
on each page, wide margins being left 
for notes; Style C is the same as style 
B, only ‘being bound in pamphlet form, 
while Styles A and B are punched to fit 
a standard loose-leaf binder. (Eugene 
Ayres, Buffalo, New “York; style A, 35 
cents; styles B and C; ag cents ; binder, 
75 cents, plus postage ; loose-leaf rings, 
5 cents each.) 


Favorite Hymns (By William Lee 
Hunton).—How often, when singing 
one of the great hymns of the church 
which seems to be the intimate, personal 
cry of one’s own soul, the eyes have in- 
advertently sought the name of the 
author and wondered how, when, and 
where he or she ever knew the same ex- 
perience. Mr, Hunton has written his 
interesting book to satisfy this very de- 
sire. The hymn writers have come 
from every branch of the Christian 
church, their inspiration has lifted. and 
comforted the hearts of the whole body, 
and their service to humanity has been 
second only to that of the Bible itself. 
(General Council Publishing House, 
Philadelphia, $1.35.) 

God’s Book and God’s Boy (By A. F. 
Schauffler, D.D.).—There is no one quite 
like Dr. Schauffler in ability to visualize 
the Bible episodes, and to get the teach- 
ings of the Book and the significance of 
its incidents into the mind by way of 
vivid illustration,.. Dr. Schauffler is at 
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his best in these lectures in this respect, 
as well as in others; but when it comes 
to the discussion of the boy who is to 
be reached by the teacher he is inimit- 
able. He deals with the Bible as liter- 
ature; with the study of the Bible “in 
spots.” As illustrating his method, he 
devotes a lectureto “A Bird’s-Eye View 
of the Acts of the Apostles”; one to the 
story of Joseph; another to.the study of 
Moses as leader and lawgiver. He then 
sets forth with his usual clearness and 
charm the ways of approach to the hu- 
man mind through the “Five Gates,” and 
goes on in another chapter to show how 
the imagination should be used, and to 
take up many essentials of the teacher’s 
personal equipment and _ opportunity, 
rounding out the lectures with a much- 
needed view of the Sunday-school 
worker’s widening horizon. The lec- 
tures have the advantage of Dr. 
Schauffler’s well-known platform char- 
acteristics of picturesque language, rapid 
utterance, and breezy optimism in his 
exhibit of how the Bible can be carried 
over into the mind of the boy. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Company, New York, 
$1.15 net.) 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 





By Robert E. Speer 








HADDON HALL 


ATLANTIC CITY. 


ALWAYS OPEN—RIGHT ON THE 
BEACH AND THE BOARDWALK 


PPEALS particularly to cul- 
tivated people who seek | 
rest and recreation at the Sea 


40 years—it is so satisfying, free 
from ostentation, comfortable, 
sufficient. Every facility is of- 
fered young and old for enjoy- 
ment. 





A step and you are in the surf, 
Fascinating shops and a thousand 





Privileges of fine golf and yacht 
clubs. Rooms comfortable and at- 
tractive—delightful music, interest- 


ing people. 
Make reservations — write 
for illustrated folder 
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Che Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, May 4, 1918 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the folowing rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage: : . : 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 

° to separate addresses or ina 

package to one address,$1 each,per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 

e copies less than five, $1.50 

each, per year. One copy, a years, “" 

* e free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The a is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 


cial request. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 


amusements along the Boardwalk. 





1631 Walnut Street, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 





May 26. Doing His Will. John 15: 8-14. 
(Union meeting with Juniors and Inter- 
mediates.) 

June 2. Christian Duty and Privilege. VI. 
Service in Church and Community. Mark 
12: 28-34. (Consecration meeting.) 

June 9. Progressive Christians. 2 Pet. 1: 

© 3h 

June 16. Co-operation with the 
school. 1 Cor. 3: 4-9. 


Sunday, May 19 
' Education: the Doorway to Service 
(2 Tim. 2: 15; Luke 6: 30). 


Sunday- 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Moses’ education (Acts 7 : 20-34). 
Tues.—Paul’s opportunities (Acts 22: 
1-5). 

Wed.—Timothy’s preparation (2 Tim. 
53 9). 

Thurs.—Training utilized (Exod. 35: 


30-35). 
Fri.—Trained in the temple (1 Sam. 3: 
1-4) 


Sat.—Daniel at school (Dan, 1: 1-4, 17). 











How can we fit ourselves for service? 
Why 1% special education necessary? 
What doorway to service attracts you? 


S¢7T“HE best and most important part 

of every man’s education,” © said 
Gibbon, “is that which he gives himself.” 
With two exceptions: what God gives 
him; what his mother gives him. 

The two best schools are life and 
home. . Wendell Phillips said that the 
best education in the world is that got 
by struggling to make a living. And 
Daniel Webster said that Bonaparte 
asked Madame de Stael in what manner 
he could best promote the happiness of 
France, Her reply was full of political 
wisdom. She said, “Instruct the moth- 
ers of the French people.” 


ve 

The wisdom of the Egyptians was 
worth Moses’ mastering. But it is not 
their wisdom which is preserved in his 
laws. He was open to a higher educa- 
tion. We do well to-day to master all 
the wisdom of the world that we are 
equal to mastering. But when we have 
done, there is something greater and 
worthier still open to us and needed 


by us. 
ve 


“O Lord, grant me: Heavenly wisdom, 
that I may learn above all things to seek 
and to find Thee,—above all things to 
crave Thee and to love Thee, and to 
think of all things as at the disposal of 
Thy wisdom! Grant me to know that 
whith is worth knowing, to love that 
which is worth loving, to praise that 
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Now You Can Attend 


A Bible Conference on the Return of Our Lord 





DR. C. 1. SCOFIELD, Editor of the Scofield Ref- 
erence Bible. 


DR. JAMES M. GRAY, Dean of the Moody Bible 
Institute. 


DR. W. B. RILEY, President of the Northwest Bible 

Training School. 

DR. CORTLAND MYERS, Pastor of Tremont Baptist 
Temple, Boston. 

PASTOR HERBERT MACKENZIE, Secretary Exie- 
side Bible Conference. 





at Philadelphia 
As you have so long wished to do, and hear Spirit-taught giants 
in the realm of modern Bible study unfold 
“‘ Things to Come ” from the Great Bible Prophecies 
The Academy of Music, with its seating capacity of 3,000, has been secured 
for the THREE DAYS’ session of the Conference, May 28, 29, and 30, 1918. 
A Choir of 500 Voices Will be Led by Charles M. Alexander 


THE LIST OF SPEAKERS INCLUDES 


REV. P. W. PHILPOT, Pastor of the Gospel Tebernede, Hamilton, Ontario. 


For information and literature write to J. Davis Adams, Executive Secretary, 
Room 1310 Morris Building, Philadelphia 


DR. MARK MATTHEWS, Pastor First 
SS he Ss ee 
fio hein CS. 

DR. HARRIS H. GREGG, Pastor and Bible Teacher, 
Winnipeg, Canada. 


REV. A. E. THOMPSON, Pastor of the American 
Church at Jerusalem. 


WILLIAM L. PETTINGILL, Dean of the Philadel- 
a ee oe 

















which pleaseth Thee most, to esteem 
that highly which to Thee is precious, 
to abhor that which in Thy sight is 
filthy and unclean!” 


“Sure, He that made us with such large 
discourse, 
Looking before and after, gave us not 
That capability and godlike reason 
To fust in us unused.”—Shakespeare. 
ve 
“That there should one man die igno- 
rant who had capacity for Knowledge,— 
this I call a tragedy l’—Carlyle. 


“The great lesson which Christians 
have to learn . . . is to know the World 
as it is. Such knowledge is a power to 
fulfil the Will of God.”—Jowett. 


“You are not guilty because you are 
ignorant; but you are guilty when you 
resign yourselves to ignorance.”—Maz- 
zini. 

ye 


“O Thou! to whom the wearisome disease 
Of Past and Present is an alien thing,— 
Thou pure Existence! Whose severe de- 
crees ; 
Forbid a living man his Soul to bring 
Into a timeless Eden of sweet ease— 
Clear-eyed, clear-hearted—lay Thy loving 
wing 
In Death upon me!—if that way alone 
Thy great Creation-thought Thou wilt to 
me make known.’”—Houghton, 


“The knowledge of wickedness is not 
wisdom, neither at any time the counsel 
of sinners prudence” (Ecclus. 19: 22). 

Education to-day is all directed toward 
useful ends. It is intended to fit a man 
do do something, Culture for its own 
sake or for the pleasure of the culti- 
vated is at no premium now. We learn 
for service. God taught Israel in order 
that Israel might teach the nations. He 
teaches the Church that the Church,may 
teach the world. Whatever he gives 
any one of us he gives us to share. 

#8 

“Men are born to be serviceable to one 
another; therefore either reform the 
World, or bear with it!”—Marcus Au- 
relius. 

“Action is the Word of God: Thought 
alone is but His shadow. They who 
disjoin Thought and Action seek to 
divide Duty, and deny the Eternal 
Unity.”—Mazzini. 


“Words pass as wind, but where great 
deeds were done, 

A power abides, transfused from sire to 
son.”—Lowell. 


“ Faith of our Fathers! we will love 
Both friend and foe in all our strife: 
And preach thee too, as love knows how, 
By kindly words and virtuous life!” 
—Faber. 


New York Ciry. 





How God Was Glorified in 
the Coal Shortage 


A True Incident 
By Mrs. A. Digby 


LITTLE family of Christians, rich 

in the Lord but limited in worldly 
possessions, had as neighbors a family 
of still more limited means,—the mother 
a professing Christian but the father a 
drunkard. 

The poorer family had for some time 
been borrowing coal of their “rich” 
neighbors, who were thrifty and had a 
good supply. They had borrowed about 
twenty-five bushels, and the coal pile 
was so low that the family realized that 
they must see the coal-dealer. They 
were a little dismayed when they found 
he was without coal and had no immedi- 
ate prospect for more. 

When the coal man fails the Chris- 
tian can take his cause in confidence to 
the One who owns not only. the “cattle 
on a thousand hills,” but all that lies be- 
neath those hills,—the silver and the 
gold and the coal. 

In sweet simplicity of faith they made 
their petition: “Dear Lord, you [yes! 
they said ‘you’] know we need coal. Our 
little ones must be kept warm. And you 
know we have given to the poor and that 
this is the reason why we are short of 
coal. Now you have said that you will 
supply all our need, and we look to you 
to send us the coal. In Jesus’ dear 
name. 

They were living in the kitchen, for 
they had no furnace, and were conserv- 
ing because their coal was supplying 
two households. Soon after they had 
thus definitely put their case into the 
hands of their Heavenly Father, they 
heard the rattle of a wagon in the alley. 
“That sounds like a coal-wagon! Let’s 
run out and see.” When they reached 
the rear gate, a black face looked over 
the fence and shouted: “Lady, will you 
take this coal?” 

“What do you mean?” 

“I means will you take this coal? A 
lady ordered it and wouldn’t take it, so 
I drives in here ’spectin’ some one would 
want it.” 

How sweet to know that He cares! 
He, the Maker of heaven and earth, the 
sea and all that in them is, is mindful of 
every petition offered up in simple faith 
in that precious Name. 

Not only was their immediate need 
supplied in this wonderful way, but a 
few days later their coal-dealer sent the 
load that had been ordered. So they 
had a double supply. 

“He that giveth to the poor lendeth 
to the Lord.” 

WeEssTER Grove, Mo. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 


| CULLED the following verse from a 
magazine recently published. Truly 
when one is brought up at the altar of 
the mother’s knee, it is not easy to 
wander far away. If for a time the 
influence of that sacred spot is forgot- 

it will assert itself most assuredly 





HE OLD GOSPEL FOR NEW RUSSIA 


Did you know that for the first time in a thousand veers have ie pestons ouiinians 
hi im Russia? Will becom in the first 
teed Rater cease = oe 


THE RUSSIAN BIBLE INSTITUTE 
PHILADELPHIA, 


1820 SPRING GARDEN STREET, PA. 











After imprisonment by the Czar’s Government for 
banishment to Siberia for my. work in Petrograd 
and Moscow, and later exiled from my dear native - 



































4 
. wi : land, the Lord has made the wrath of men to praise him 
and the wanderer will return by enabling me first to help evangelize the 2,000,000 | 
My Altar war prisoners in Europe, and, since September, 1917, 1 
{ I have weraions in ee and chapels, to establish the Russian Bible Institute and to ize . 
I’ve prayed in the busy street; Di 
I have sought my God and have found Him THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY Es 
Where the waves of the ocean beat; of which the Rev. J. Wilbur Chapman and the Rev. 4 
i I have knelt in-the silent forest Prof. W. H. Griffith Thomas are vice-presidents. B 
In the shade of some ancient tree; all these activities I have been able to accompli 4| 
; But the dearest of all my altars more for the evangelization of Russia in my exile than q 
y Was raised at my mother’s knee. 4 ay —_ allowed to remain unmolested at home. 
of : 4 
The things in my life that aré worthy a A hundred resident Russian students have been EY 
' Were born in my mother’s breast, Pastor Fetler enrolled for the first year. Will: you PRAY that we ¥ 
nF And breathed into mine by the magic may have spiritual and material blessing to train these s 
' Of the love her life expressed. men? ‘Though the population of Russia is almost twice that of the United States, she 4 
The years that have brought me to manhood has not as many preachers as Chicago alone, The greatest needof that unhappy a a 
Have taken her far from me; _ country just nowis wise and strong spiritual leaders. Fifty of these students expect | 
# But memory keeps me from straying to go to Chicago to be present and to sing at the great Russian Missionary Conference, 4 
t Too far from my mother’s knee. June 24-28, 1918, at the Moody Tabernacle, am also praying that we shall be 4 
, enabled to pay off this year the $35,000 mortgage on the buildings of our Institute. 
¥ God make me the man of her vision, It costs $250 to support a missionary student for one year. Will you, or your church, Sunday } F 
And purge me from selfishness! Schgol or S gene Fyopiss Sociay atens oobpgs yews sipreneatatrgt o 4, and gifts > 
‘ keep me true to her standards, re * » 
Neel Coes tee te hos tool forthe work set fo Mr-G. Bercy Fo, Treuurc, slo Spring Cardca Sweet, Bllsgipaa | 
yp God hallow the holy impress , ; WituraM Fetier, ; 
; Of the days that used to be, Pastor Dom Evangelia Church, Petrograd, and President Russian Bible Institedte. | me | 
‘ And keep me a pilgrim forever i 44 ; 
; To the shrine of my mother’s knee. f 
( e —John H. Styles, Jr. : “s 
} pacenaiaie 5 
ar’ S all S May 13 to 19 Give Your Scholars the Best Bible for : 
‘| Mon.—Mark 11: 1-11, The Triumphal Entry. é 
ON It was an excited crowd that came # 


CHILDREN’S DAY REWARDS 


Pocket Size Bibles and Testaments. 
Bibles from $1.35 up. Testaments from 35 cents up. 4 
Scholars” Bibles with Illustrations. i 
, Prices $1.50 to $3.00. i 
** The latest and best translation of the Soriptures in ex oo 


“The most accurate translation of the Bible, which is the first 
essential to the student, and also the simplest and clearest in its lan- 


marching along with Jesus in high en- 
thusiasm. They lifted up one loyal 
shout, “Hosanna to the son of David.” 
Alas, for the praises of man! How soon 
was the gleam of sunlight turned to 
darkness, and the ey palm-waving 
followed by “Crucify Him.” 

Praver Svuacsstions: Pray for the |) 
salvation of the individual members of'| 
your home who -have not yet avowed 
themselves on the Lord’s side; for the 


MEMORIAL DAY 
FLAG DAY 
4th OF JULY 


‘Te LEAST thing you og do for 
our coun ereeer flag. 
% vet your if 5 ‘know that yours 
is a patriotic home. You'll need a flag for 
Holidays too—in fact for every day duting 
these strenuous times, 





see 


wee 


Ne 1 719 


Cong’! Library 


Cobb Wm H 
60557 


and four feet wide. 
wanted. It will add much to your celebra- 
tion of Memorial Day, Fug. De (June 14th), 
and Independence mae, ou'll need it, too, 
for other Rational Holida 
tions when the AmericanF lag isindispensable. 
The illustration is an actual photographic 
reproduction of this splendid large flag, which 
we have procured for readers of the Christian 
Herald. ‘To insure durability the stripes are 
double-stitched. Excellent bright colors, 
aranteed not to fade nor shrin 
OT included, 
Let your children get their first lessons in patri- 
otism in your own home, If yea stone solidly be- 
hind the great principles 
of Freedom and Human 
Rights, let the flag tell it. 


Why You Need} socssstotry by diay: 
ChristianHerald| wt make icensy for you 


tosho 





your colors. Here 


is an offer that brin ‘ou 
Published Weekly | Old Glory at bait the 
$2.00 a Year ice you would pay for a 


pr 

similar flag if purchased 
in a store—and at the time 
it is most needed. At this 
critical time in the his- 
tory of our country you 
should display the Stars 
and Stripes. 

By placing an order for 
thousands of these flags, 
we were able to purchase 
them at a considerable 
reduction. Weare glad 
to give; readers the 
Christian Herald the 
benefit ofthis saving. We 
will send this flag, post- 


N over 300,000 fami- 
lies the Christian 
erald is looked for- 
ward to as the source 
of the atest inspira- 
tion and pleasure. Fach 
issue contains enlight- 
ening articles on the 
subject of the day, in- 
teresting bits about the 
t war leaders, and 
2 ne with Rocnee- 
ictures, many o' 
then from the war} 
zone. Also meey other 
peteres, including en- 
t 
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| stories, arti-] paid, together with the 
cles, an ms, Sun- hristian Herald for one 
day School lessons,and ear (52 issues), for $2.75, 
hundreds of i ing he subscription price of 
items about religion. the Christian Herald 





alone is $2.00 a year, 


MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED 
If you are ust home ee this after 
receive it, sen back, and your 
a, money will be refunded at once. 

















CHRISTIAN HERALD, 1621 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen : Enclosed is $2.75, for which send me 
flag and enter my name on the subscription list o' 
Christian. Herald. for one year. 
money if | am not entirely satisfied with the flag. 


A large-sized ‘Old Glory,’ six feet long 
The very flag you've 


sand local celebra- 


Pole is 








our 
the 
You are to return my 
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members of the family away from 
home, at school or business, whose faith 
in Christ is subjected to a sore test, that 
they may be kept near to him. 
Tues.—Mark 11 : 12-26. 
Jesus Exercising Kingly Authority. 

This is the fulfilment of Malachi’s 
words concerning the “Messenger of the 
Covenant” who should come to his tem- 
ple and purify the sons of Levi. It 
marks our Lord’s deliberate assumption 
of the office of Messiah, and it is his 
solemn authoritative claiming to be 
God’s messenger. 


Prayer Succestions: God is speaking 
loudly to the nations as never before. 
The Centinent of Europe is prostrate 
with grief. Pray that out of all this 
world-sorrow a great revival of religion 
may come, and that God’s people may 
be quickened everywhere; for a return 
on the part of our ministers to apostolic 
preaching. 


Wed.—Mark 11 : 27-33. Opposers Silenced. 


How well our Lord put to silence the 
ignorance of foolish men. Their con- 
tention was not on account of their love 
for the truth, but rather an attempt to 
cause him to stumble. Christianity can, 
at times, maintain a dignified reticence, 
thereby bringing confusion to the enemy. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for those 
with whom you mingle day by day; your 
associates in school or im business; that 
your influence over them may lead their 
thoughts to Christ. Pray for wisdom in 
selecting friends, that the Lord would 
raise up for the children those com- 
panions who will permanently influence 
them for good, 

Thurs.—John 2 : 13-22. 
First Cleansing ef the Temple. 


A temple dedicated to God must not 
be used as a place of merchandise and 
robbery. The traders were not serving 
God but profiting. themselves, .and there- 
fore our Lord overturned their tables 
and their seats. Our Lord’s words were 
strong and piercing.:. The howse. of 





guage, and so the most easily understood by the average person.” 
Order frém your Bookseller, or send for catalogue and Booklet, ‘The Wonderful Story.” 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers - 


381 A Fourth Avenue (Corner Twenty-seventh Street), - - - 








prayer must never be the haunt of rob- 
bers. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
land and people of Persia. Suffering 
and persecution stalk through the land, 
and the sorrows consequent upon the 
war are indescribable. Pray for the 
Christian ministers of the various de- 
nominations, and for the workers who 
live in daily uncertainty as to their fu- 
ture; for peace to fill the minds of 
God’s children. 

Fri.—Psalm 45: 1-11. Christ’s Kingdom. 


The Psalm tells of the glorified 
Church, the Lamb’s wife, ruling over a 
subdued world in the millennial days. 
“The sweet singer of Israel touches his 
harp again to a lofty strain when seek- 
ing to. describe the splendor of the do- 
minion possessed by the Bride in right 
of the Bridegroom,” says Andrew 
Bonar. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
speedy return of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
that the hope of his coming may lead the 
people to exercise watchfulness and 
constrain to holy living; for a great in- 
gathering of souls to Christ before this 
present age shall close; for an increase 
in personal devotion to Christ. 


Sat.—Zech. 9 : 9-17. The Coming of the King. 


It is impossible to interpret these 
words of any other than King Messiah. 
Israel is at present denationalized and 
is without a throne and king. Jesus of 
Nazareth is Israel’s rightful king, and 
the hour is not far distant when he shall 
take to himself his great power and 
reign gloriously. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 





young Jewess who writes a letter saying 
‘ the: Jews wrill newer accept Jesus as Mes- 


siah; she represents myriads of her own 
people, who are too often forgotten by 
Christians in prayer. Pray that the um- 
versity to be built om the Mount of 
Olives (according to report) may be 
captured for Christ. 

Sun.—1 Cor. 33 16-23. God’s Temples. 

What a surprising thought,—Chris- 
tians are God’s dwelling-place. That 
God should dwell in my heart is possible 
only from the fact that he comes to me 
in Christ. Shall I not Bone him access 
into every room from the cellar to the 
garret? I will give him the key to 
every chamber of the soul. 

Prayer Succestions: The day of rest. 
Shall we not seek the Lord of this day 
most earnestly? Pray for the quieting 
influences of the day to be upon the 
spirit of the people, and that God’s 
Word may be honored to-day in home 
and church; for the private and devo- 
tional reading of the Bible. 

New York Ciry. 








bright, 

and pic. 

understand. 

able to the boy, and inspire him. Your boy 
should regularly read 


TME. 
naan: AMIERIGAN 
1Sca copy on (500,000 boys read it) 
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THE SPRAGUE PUB. CO., 270 American Bidg., Detroit, Mich. 
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